
      CONNECTION
There are so many wonderful organizations that support our work and the people who make it all happen.  Did you know 
that, in addition to your traditional medical, dental, and vision benefits, there are numerous “perks” available to Michigan 
Humane employees?  We’d encourage you all to take advantage of the benefits listed below.  You’ve earned them!

Adoption Benefit
All Michigan Humane Employees are eligible for a $200 discount on an adoption fee annually (in a rolling 12 month period).  
If the full adoption cost is $200 or less, the adoption fee would be waived.

Vet Center Discount
All Michigan Humane employees are eligible for discounts through our veterinary centers.  All medical services, including 
preventative care packages, medications and prescription diets, are eligible for a 30% discount.  IDEXX external lab tests 
are eligible for a 75% discount and MH retail items are eligible for a 20% discount.  This discount applies only to those 
animals that are owned by the MH employee and that reside in the employee’s home.  

Verizon Wireless
New or existing MH employees are eligible for an 18% discount on voice and data plans and a 25% discount on eligible 
accessories.

Purina for Professionals
Our partnership with Purina provides all MH employees with access to their Purina for Professionals Program.  This 
program provides a significant discount on Purina Pro Plan food, which is delivered right to your door.  New participants 
can access this benefit by creating an Account with Purina for Professionals at http://www.purinaforprofessionals.com. 

US-Mattress
Michigan Humane employees receive the friends & family discount, which is cost plus 25% and typically averages a 35% 
discount off the retail price. This discount applies to purchases at US-Mattress stores and online at www.us-mattress.com. 
To take advantage of the discount in US-Mattress stores, simply let the store manager know you are a Michigan Humane 
employee and show your ID badge. For online purchases, please contact Derek Hill at derek@us-mattress.net.

Premier Pet Supply
All Michigan Humane employees are eligible for a 10% discount at any Premier Pet Supply location.  To receive this benefit, 
simply show your employee ID badge to the cashier at checkout.

Sellers Subaru
Sellers Subaru is pleased to offer Michigan Humane employees new car purchases at dealer cost. Nice! To take advantage 
of this offer, contact Steve or James at Sellers Subaru by calling 586-203-4800 or emailing SalesManagers@SellersSubaru.
com. Let them know you’re a Michigan Humane employee and bring your ID badge to the dealership.

Canine to Five
All Michigan Humane staff are eligible for Canine to Five’s Pet Care Professional Discount!  These perks include a 20% 
discount on daycare packages, a 20% discount on overnight boarding, a free first day of daycare and the first night of 
boarding free on a two-night stay.  Tell them you’re a Michigan Humane employee to take advantage of these discounts!

Pet Health – 24PetWatch
All Michigan Humane staff are eligible for a 15% discount on pet insurance policies!  This includes a 10% employee 
discount, as well as a 5% discount for microchipped pets.  To take advantage of this benefit, contact Nicole Montoya at 
866.597.2424 ext. 5111 or Nicole.montoya@pethealthinc.com.
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March is Women’s History Month, and Michigan Humane is celebrating by 
highlighting pioneering women in the animal welfare world. Every Friday 
throughout the month of March, we’ll share a story of how women changed animal 
lives.

We are sure Women’s History Month has a different meaning for each of us. For that 
reason, we would love to hear from you as to what Women’s History Month means to 
you! Send your replies to theconnection@michiganhumane.org.

Christine Stevens

Many key animal welfare legislative bills in the U.S. were signed into law thanks to 
the efforts of Christine Stevens, the founder of the Animal Welfare Institute.

Stevens was born in St. Louis, Mo. and grew up in Ann Arbor, Mich., where her 
father was a physiology professor at the University of Michigan. Stevens herself 
ended up attending UM from 1936 to 1938, as well as the Detroit Society of Arts 
and Crafts, now known as the College for 
Creative Studies. She also worked with the 
Humane Society of Washtenaw County.

While in New York, Stevens founded the 
Animal Welfare Institute in 1951, with a 
mission to reduce the suffering inflicted on 
animals by humans. Using its legislative 
division, the Society for Animal Protective 
Legislation, Stevens was instrumental in 
getting both the Humane Slaughter Act of 
1958 and the Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Act of 1966 passed through Congress. 
The former was designed to decrease the 
suffering of livestock during slaughter, 
while the latter regulates the treatment of 
animals used in research.

Stevens served as president of the Animal 
Welfare Institute until her death in 2002.

Photo credit: Esther Bubley, Humane Society 
of Washtenaw County

Celebrating Women’s History Month | By Digital Marketing Manager, Dave Kim
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GLAWC Recap | By Media Manager, Anna Chrisman

Our Great Lakes Animal Welfare Conference was a rousing success! We packed in two full days of exciting 
content aimed at helping all of us in animal welfare be better stewards for our animals and communities. 
Now, all of that knowledge is at your fingertips! 

If you registered for the conference but were not able to attend a particular session or just want a refresh on a 
topic, you can log into your AccelEvents account to view all the sessions from the conference.
If you did not register, please connect with your manager to receive more information on how to access the 
content shared at GLAWC.

Sessions will be accessible inside the AccelEvents platform through Wednesday, April 7, 2021.

DE&I Training Reminder

Please take the time to complete the Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion assignment sent by Andrea Buchanan in 
advance of the next session happening the week of April 5, 2021. If you did not receive the email and attachment, 
please reach out to your manager for the information.

Calling All TikTok and Instagram Reels Creators

The social media team is looking to stay up to date with social trends, and we need your help! If you have created any 
content for TikTok or Instagram reels while at the shelter, please email your videos to dbianco@michiganhumane.org. 
We will not share your videos but are just wanting to see what creative content you have made. Thank you. 

Hoagie Buns serving looks!
Submitted by Madison R.

Sura says thanks for the treats! 
Submitted by Tierra G.
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Core Values Call Out

Want to recognize a teammate for their commitment to our core values? Submit 
your call out at michiganhumane.org/values.

CHARLY HAHNKE | Value: Passionate

“Charly goes above and beyond for the animals in our care in many different ways, one of them being with her 
artwork. She will make clever posters or signs for animals who have a longer length of stay to draw some attention 
to their kennel or cage. Not only is the artwork beautiful, so is the thought behind it.”

SANDY PELTON | Value: Collaborative

“The optimism and energy that Sandy has shown in times of unexpected stress has been a huge boost to staff 
morale. Your ability to support and motivate others is greatly appreciated and is key to keeping us all moving in a 
positive, upward direction. Thank you!”

DIANE KLIMOWICZ | Value: Collaborative

“Diane took the time to work through questions.”

SARAH KOTHS | Value: Compassionate

“It can sometimes be a challenge to assist an individual that starts the conversation with us already upset, 
especially when they’re very upset about something that is outside of our control. Our frontline staff deal with this 
challenge on an almost daily basis and recently Sarah met one of these individuals with such compassion and 
exceptional customer service! She was able to assist them with their request and they left very thankful and may 
even be a new supporter of Michigan Humane. Great job Sarah!”

Calling All Writers!

World Poetry Day is Sunday, March 21, and we wanted to offer an opportunity to all our writers, 
and those who love the written word, to submit a poem that relates to your work at Michigan 
Humane. It can be a piece that brings you comfort, one that inspires you or one that makes you 
laugh. Submissions can either be existing published works (please provide the author’s name) or 
an original piece. Poems submitted can be any length within reason (The Odyssey, while full of 
animals, is a little long for this newsletter).

Send your poem to theconnection@michiganhumane.org and look for them in a future issue!

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING CONTENT FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF THE CONNECTION? SEND YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO 

theconnection@michiganhumane.org

http://michiganhumane.org/values 

