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A Note from Matt | By President and CEO, Matt Pepper

This past year was certainly filled with uncertainty and fear. All of us navigated it in our own way and 
now we find ourselves at the doorstep of another year. 

The world condensed in many ways for a lot of us. Home became the extent of many of our worlds and 
socialization took on a very real virtual feel. 

Yet the world around us did not, in fact, stop spinning. 

It is important for us to reflect upon and learn from last year. That said, now is the time to focus on the 
future. Personally, professionally, and collectively. 

When you take that time to reflect, I hope you come to the same realization that I did. There were a lot 
of good things from which we can build. Our teams have come together, in creative ways, to be more 
collaborative than ever. Our programs grew in relevance and impact. Perhaps more importantly we 
were not afraid to take on some heavy issues about our role and what we can do to contribute to a fair 
and just society. 

So, what does the future hold…

Opportunity. 

Opportunity for us to build off last year’s successes.

Opportunity to take what 2020 has taught us and grow from 
it. To appreciate the world around us. 

Opportunity for us to continue to grow our impactful 
programs. 

Opportunity to elevate the presence and value that 
Michigan Humane has to this community.

Opportunity to take action towards the change in society 
we want and need to see. To be a voice. 

Opportunity to grow professionally. Michigan Humane is 
nothing but for our people. You take the work we do and 
turn it from idea to reality. 

2020 gave us much to learn from if we listen. Here’s to 
taking those lessons and building a better community in 
2021. Together. 
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Trivia: 
Q:The cartoon Marmaduke, which begin running in 
newspapers in 1954, features the adventures of the Winslow 
family and their dog Marmaduke. What breed of dog is he?

Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, 
and the first person to guess correctly will receive a prize. 

Congratulations to last week’s winner Sarah Henr y, who 
submitted the correct answer of ‘elephant’!

New Year, New Homes! | By Media Manager, Anna Chrisman

We’d like to take the opportunity to recognize all  the folks that made 
the transport fl ight on New Year’s Eve possible! Over 50 canine friends 
made their way to Michigan on that day and as you already read, most 
are already on their way to finding a forever home! In addition, the 
interest generated by this transport has allowed us to share our mission 
with even more members of our community and close out 2020 on a 
ver y positive note.

Thank you all  for your hard work in making this rescue possible!
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Rochester Hills Update | By Director of Operations, Rochester Hills, Keeley Fuller

We are excited to announce that Rochester Hills will be operating as an 
assessment center focusing primarily on transports for the next 90 days. 
Rochester Hills will also help the community by taking in surrender and 
euthanasia appointments, as well as doing small animal adoptions. We will 
be looking closely at how this assessment model will impact the rest of the 
organization, length of stay and help Michigan Humane meet the demand for 
animals on our adoption floors at our other locations.  
 
With that being said, the airplane transport from Louisiana brought our 
organization some great dogs with a variety of breeds and mixes.  Rochester 
Hills has assessed the majority of the dogs and had the help of other locations 
on some more challenging cases that would need a longer stay with Michigan 
Humane.  This means most are either already in their new homes or at other 
locations up for adoption. 

 In some cases, such as Pugsly, we had to find special placement to meet her 
behavior needs.  Some of you may remember Pugsly as she made her great 
escape on the tarmac while volunteers and staff members chased her around 
to secure her again.  She is a super cute Pug/Chihuahua mix who is fearful of 
most people and had a difficult time adjusting to her new shelter surroundings.  
Our behavior team made sure to let Pugsly settle in and decompress before 
attempting to handle her or do her assessment.  After several days we 
determined it was best for Pugsly to go to Midwest Small Breed Animal Rescue 
where she could acclimate in a home setting.  Since then, we have received an 
update from Cindy at Midwest Small Breed that she is adjusting and making 
progress.  

This is just a great example of all departments, locations and even our partners 
working together to get animals into their new homes.  We are looking forward 
to seeing how the Rochester Hills Assessment Center can positively impact the 
organization and how we can all work together towards a common goal.   

Animal Outtakes Submit your animal outtake photos for the next issue of The Connection by 
emailing them to theconnection@michiganhumane.org.

Shelter LVT, Lisa, with foster Twinkle Toes waiting for her dental. 
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INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING CONTENT FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF THE CONNECTION? SEND YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO 

theconnection@michiganhumane.org

Anniversaries | Michigan Humane

Congratulations to everyone who has an anniversary this month!

Dana Atnip, 26 years
Andy Bissonette, 4 years
Vineeta Gopwani, 4 years
Ann Griffin, 6 years

Clarice Hicks, LVT, 7 years
Lauren Jenner, 5 years
Becki Kenderes, 3 years
Autumn-Joy Kendricks, 2 years

Michelle Lopez, DVM, 1 year
Katelyn Olszewski, 5 years
Jane Petretis, 4 years
Kristin Polerecky, LVT, 18 years

Jennifer Rekar, 1 year
Kaitlin Steffes, DVM, 3 years
Jennifer Thomas, DVM, 7 years

New Hires | Michigan Humane

Welcome to the Team!

Vianey Lopez - Customer Service Representative, Detroit
Barbara Daniels - Veterinarian, Westland
Chandler Markray - Customer Service Representative, Detroit
Brenna Wade - Custmer Service Representative, Westland
Kimberly Scanland - Customer Care Coordinator, ARC


