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End of Year Giving | By Advancement Manager, Genevieve Rogalla

12 months a year, the Philanthropy team looks at strategies to enhance giving from 
our community members so Michigan Humane can continue our truly amazing 
work; but did you know that we are currently in our most important time of giving? 
Our team works to receive donations through various programs and outlets, 
including events, grants, tributes, relationships with individuals, foundations 
and corporations, and direct mail, just to name a few. In 2020, you may think that 
direct mail would have become obsolete; but by far and large, direct mail is still 
the largest means through which we receive donations – this is not unique to our 
organization, but holds true for nonprofits across the board. In fact, direct mail is 
critical to Year-End Giving: 53% of direct mail revenue is received during the last 
quarter of the year! 

When we talk about Year-End Giving, we’re really referring to campaigns that 
generate donations in October, November and December. We promote each of these campaigns by sending 
letters and emails to our supporters asking for donations. We also work with our friends in the Marketing 
department to strengthen these campaigns’ visibility and urgency by posting 
on social media. And now we’d like to call on you to help promote our efforts 
so we can continue our worthy mission!

So, how can you help? Knowing a bit more about ways to give to Michigan 
Humane and how you can encourage everyone you know to support is a 
great start! Below are animals who will be featured in our direct mail and 
digital appeals, as well as a few different ways to give. There are options on 
this list that all of us can participate in that will help us carry out our mission!:

If you ever have any questions about giving or would like to direct someone to the Philanthropy team, always 
feel free to reach out to me, GRogalla@michiganhumane.org!
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• Mail, Online or Phone—Every donation to Michigan Humane is appreciated, and every dollar adds up 
to accomplish great things in our community. Single donations can be made by mail, online or over the 
phone. 

• Monthly Giving—Sign up to be a Constant Companion to support Michigan Humane on a monthly, 
ongoing basis. Your gift will save paper, postage, and sustain the organization.

• Tribute Gifts— Here’s an idea: donate in honor of a loved one instead of buying them a physical holiday 
gift! It’s that much more meaningful. Donations made in memory of a loved one that has passed or in 
honor of an accomplishment or milestone are a great way to recognize the important people or pets in 
your life! 

• Your Purchases—Before you start your holiday shopping, select Michigan Humane as your charity 
of choice with partners like Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards in the online app. Your 
purchases made online and in person can help change lives!

• Legacy Society – Michigan Humane recently partnered with FreeWill to offer free will writing to our 
community of supporters. Leaving Michigan Humane in a will can ensure a legacy for years to come.

• Third Party Fundraisers—Hosting a holiday party? Request a small donation as cover to raise funds for 
Michigan Humane! More traditional ideas for third party fundraising include bottle drives, office jeans 
days and online Facebook fundraisers. 

mailto:mailto:GRogalla%40michiganhumane.org?subject=
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Trivia: 
Q: A favorite of both major gift officer Kristy Mitchell and 
Queen Elizabeth II, the dog in the above photo is what breed?

Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, 
and the first person to guess correctly will receive a prize. 

Congratulations to last week’s trivia winner, Ashley Johnson. The answer 
to last week’s trivia question was three. 

Sellers Subaru Adoption Event Extended!
Our team has been doing such a great job on supporting the Sellers Subaru/ Subaru 
of America/ ASPCA adoption event that it’s been extended through November 8! 
Thank you to everyone who is helping to get these animals on track to find their 
forever homes and a special shout out to our Petco team for their continued energy 
and enthusiasm!

Photo Op-Opportunity  | By Brand Manager, Valerie Bennett

The marketing team needs your help!  
 
We are looking for a few staff members at each location to model our new Michigan Humane merchandise. As a thank 
you, anyone who volunteers will get to keep the apparel items they model. 
 
Interested? Email brand@michiganhumane.org, and we will get a date scheduled that works for you and your manager 
(manager approval is required).

Upcoming Events
• November 7: Super Power Dogs at Michigan Science Center
• November 8: Subaru Adoption Promo Concludes
• November 10: Benefits Enrollment Meeting 
• November 26: Thanksgiving 
• December 1: Giving Tuesday

mailto:theconnection@michiganhumane.org.
mailto:brand@michiganhumane.org.
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Core Value Call Outs
Passionate
Andrea Medina-Rodriguez: She’s always finding ways to decrease client wait times as much as possible! We have also 
learned different ways to combat that from Andrea! Thanks for all that you do and keep it up!

Collaborative
Jane Petretis: She’s always taking care of the clinic! She stays on top of a lot of tasks and helps out the team in any 
way possible! Thanks for your hard work and for being you!

Chelsea Orkis: Chelsea has been amazing at sourcing DVM candidates, she always asks how she can help, what she can 
do, and works diligently towards a common goal. I appreciate all of the hard work that she does behind the scenes!

To recognize someone you know who represents the Michigan Humane core values visit, www.
michiganhumane.org/values.

Anniversaries | Michigan Humane

Congratulations to everyone who has an anniversary this month!

Deborah Land, DVM, 32 years
Myron Golden, 11 years
Anna Chrisman, 9 years
Pamela Dybowski, 9 years
Lisa Griffin, LVT,  8 years

Kelley Meyers, DVM, 8 years
David Emery, DVM, 7 years
Megan Londberg, 7 years
Claire Bair, 6 years
Katherine Wood, LVT, 5 years

Valerie Bennett, 4 years
Donna Butzin, 4 years
Sarah Schertel, 2 years
Sheriece Carrington, 1 year
Sarah Koths, 1 year

Danielle Cole, 1 year
Abigail Leal, 1 year
Mable Hearn, 1 year

New Hires | Michigan Humane

Welcome to the Team!

Victoria Heggs, Customer Service Representative at Detroit
Zoe Batie Pace, Customer Service Representative at Detroit
Syteria McGowan, Clinic Technician at Westland
Jessica Fabian, Customer Service Representative at Rochester Hills
Amanda Chiu, Customer Service Representative at Detroit
Devon James, Customer Service Representative at Detroit

 Anniversaries and New Team Mates

We’re rebooting our milestone anniversary recognition this issue with a brief highlight of Dr. Land, 
who has been an integral part of Michigan Humane for over 30 years. In future issues, we’ll continue to 
highlight team members who are reaching major milestones along with all other staff anniversaries and 
welcoming the newest members of our team!

http://www.michiganhumane.org/values.
http://www.michiganhumane.org/values.


4

Click here to  see Michigan Humane in  the news this  week . 
*Please  note  th is  l ink  is  not  v ie wable  on a  mobi le  de vice .

In the News | Michigan Humane

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING CONTENT FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF THE CONNECTION? SEND YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO 

theconnection@michiganhumane.org

Milestone Moment: Dr. Land, Shelter Veterinarian, Detroit | By Media Manager, Anna Chrisman

When Dr. Land joined Michigan Humane over 30 years ago, we looked a lot 
different as an organization: our Detroit location was still at 7401 Chrysler, the 
current Berman Center didn’t exist yet and our first ‘Meet Your Best Friend at 
the Zoo’ adoption event wouldn’t be held for another 5 years. She’s been part 
of many monumental changes and has remained an unflappable source of 
knowledge for all of us.

We asked several team members to share some of their favorite things about 
Dr. Land:

• You are a wealth of knowledge and have taught an abundance of doctors, 
LVTs, and assistants! One of your BEST qualities to admire is your calm 
demeanor in any situation and making light of mistakes.

• Not sure that everyone knows that Dr. Land is quite an accomplished 
equestrian. I’ll never forget the time her horse literally fell on her while 
she was riding at the stable.  She was actually knocked unconscious but 
came in to work the next day. Needless to say, she was barely able to walk 
and of course once we found out what happened, we sent her home to 
recover but the fact she came in is a testament to her passion and commitment to our mission!**

• Dr. Land turned me from opossum-phobic to fierce advocate…I’ve spent the last seventeen years 
taking every opportunity to talk to people about the awesome opossums, and it’s entirely because Dr. 
Land took the time to teach me. 

• …I will always be grateful to you for saving Tezzie, my favorite foster dog of all time.  He was a five-year-
old Rottweiler who had somehow suffered a scrotal abrasion, and he wasn’t the best surgery candidate 
because of a mild URI. Tezzie recovered fully and was adopted by a wonderful guy, and he spent his 
days as his sidekick and got to ride around with him for work, which was his favorite. Just one of the 
countless great saves!

• Dr. Land always thinks outside of the box and has many times helped our lower income families find 
ways to keep and treat their animals. 

We appreciate your 32 years of dedication and passion, Dr. Land!
**Please don’t come to work if you’ve been sat on by a horse, no matter how much you love your job.

mailto:mailto:theconnection%40michiganhumane.org?subject=

