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It Feels Good To Adopt | By Animal Care and Enrichment Manager, Laura Golden

When you ask a Michigan Humane staff member why they work in 
animal welfare, you’re likely to get a response that includes how 
much we love animals and how rewarding it is to adopt them into 
loving homes.  We love to see a customer’s eyes as they meet their 
new friend and know that animals will live a good life filled with 
love and care.  To paraphrase Dr. Cece, processing adoptions “fills 
our cups.”  The past six months have been a challenge on so many 
fronts, with our personal and professional lives changing on an 
(often) daily basis.  We’ve all adapted so well to all the changes, 
finding positivity in the small things, but we’ve missed the joy and 
excitement of making personal connections and good matches — 
until now.  
Starting with a two-day adoption event that resulted in 148 
adoptions, Michigan Humane began looking at how we could 
continue to increase our animal adoptions.  Each location was 
tasked to think beyond a single event to create a more permanent 
answer to our respective communities’ desire to adopt, and the 
results are already speaking for themselves.  Livingston recently 
transitioned to an open adoption floor, where adopters can arrive 

without an appointment time. Rochester Hills will open their doors on Monday, October 12.  Beginning late last 
week, our Berman Center began a rapid increase in adoption appointments, with 27 adoption appointments 
scheduled for this Saturday, while Mackey began the transition to high-volume adoption appointments this 
week.  We’re just one week into our new adoption process and Michigan Humane has collectively adopted out 135 
animals—something that should make us all proud.    
In the coming weeks, many of us are hopeful our transition to (a new) normal will continue along this positive 
path, with more and more animals finding their forever families each day.  The feelings within the shelters are 
palpable; there’s an excitement within these walls again, and our cups are once again full.  It feels good to adopt.
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Michigan Humane Shop  | By Brand Manager, Valerie Bennett

The Michigan Humane shop is officially open! 

I’m happy to announce that a variety of branded apparel items have been added to the Michigan 
Humane shop just in time for the fall weather. 

Grab yours today at michiganhumane.org/shop and use code “TEAM15” for 15% off of your entire 
order. Happy shopping! 

There are some great items available to the public. Details about STAFF uniforms will be shared 
during the Roadshows next week.
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Trivia: 
Q: What is the name of the dog featured during 
the 2020 Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch?

Send your answers to the connection@michiganhumane.org, 
and the first person to guess correctly will receive a prize. 

 The answer to last week’s trivia question was 118.

Anniversaries | Michigan Humane

Congratulations to everyone who has an anniversary this month!

Marisa Babbitt, 14 years
Jarrod Bear, 2 years
Jeremiah Colborn, 2 years
Jennifer Gnyp, 14 years
Greg Harris, 3 years

Katlyn Haynes, 9 years
Angela Hemminger, 19 years
Janelis Lopez, 1 year
Mariela Miller-Beekel, 3 years
Nicole Nicolet, 7 years

Natatia Nix, 17 years
Katherine Rasnick, 17 years
Jaclyn Roberts, 3 years
Deb Scola, 3 years
Lara Silveri, 6 years

Nancy Smith, 16 years
Eileen Soutar, 16 years
Kristin Swann, 4 years
Hayley Vath, 4 years

New Hires | Michigan Humane

Welcome to the Team!

Ranielle Daniels - Berman Adoption Center Customer Service Representative
Sarah Kade - Bingham Farms Volunteer Programs Foster Coordinator
William Robertson - Berman Veterinary Center Clinic Technician
Emiley Rubino - Petco Sterling Heights Customer Service Representative
Danyell Steger - Detroit Veterinary Center Customer Service Representative 
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INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING CONTENT FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF THE CONNECTION? SEND YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO 

THECONNECTION@MICHIGANHUMANE.ORG

Click here to  see Michigan Humane in  the news this  week . 
*Please  note  th is  l ink  is  not  v ie wable  on a  mobi le  de vice .

In the News | Michigan Humane

Protocol Updates  | By VP, Organizational Development, Andrea Buchanan

As we head into October, we wanted to give an update on some of the changes you can expect to see related to our COVID 
protocols and health screening over the coming weeks. 
  
Effective today, the daily health screening questions we are asked as we enter our facilities will no longer include 
the question about air travel, which currently requires a 14-day quarantine.  Instead, quarantine will be required for 
international travel only.  Our other health screening questions remain unchanged, and, as a reminder, are as follows: 

• Are you experiencing any of the following symptoms:
• Cough (excluding cough due to a known medical reason other than COVID-19)?
• Shortness of breath?
• Any two (2) of the following: chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, diarrhea 

(excluding diarrhea due to a known medical reason), extreme fatigue?
• Have you traveled internationally in the last 14 days?
• Have you been exposed to someone with COVID-19 in the last 14 days?

• Effective next week, the Bingham Farms Office will be open Monday through Friday (as you may recall, it has been 
open Monday through Thursday up to this point).  However, we still encourage those who can work remotely to do 
so where practical and approved by your manager.

• To increase our ability to move adoptable animals into homes in the safest ways possible, we will be expanding 
our adoption lobby access and appointments.  Effective today, the Livingston adoption lobby will allow customers 
to enter without an appointment.  However, as they arrive, they will be instructed to call a phone number and 
receive instructions to either wait in their car, or enter the building, depending on capacity levels.  The protocols for 
Detroit and Westland adoption lobbies will remain largely unchanged; however, we will be increasing the number 
of available adoption appointments starting next week, allowing for walk-ups if availability and capacity permit.  
Rochester Hills will continue with adoption appointments next week and will be working on a game plan for next 
steps.

• Our clinic lobbies will continue to operate as before, with the drive-up model.  However, we will be considering 
modifications to our current processes as we head into the colder months, so please stay tuned for those updates.

We so appreciate all of your hard work and flexibility as we find the best ways to fulfill our mission and keep everyone 
involved safe.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions. 

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#report/95128338-3eb8-4219-b670-392405d8f8fb

