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Not Our Usual “Lame Duck” – A Legislative Update | By Director of Advocacy, Ann M. Griffin 

As was explained in our last legislative update, Michigan’s legislature runs in two-year sessions. 
The current 2019-20 session will end on December 31, 2020, and all bills not passed and signed 
into law by the end of that day will die. The last day that the House and Senate are scheduled 
to meet this year is December 17 and, due to campaigning and the election, there are only 18 
session days on the calendar between October 1 and December 17. The fact that we are at the 
“do or die” point for bills, coupled with the compressed timeframe, means that the end of this 
legislative session will be intense.

The next several weeks will be made even more interesting because, after the election, Michigan’s 
legislature will be in what is known as a “lame duck” session. Legislators who will not be 
returning for the subsequent legislative session are nicknamed “lame ducks,” after a term coined 
in the financial world. In the London Stock Market in the 1700s, the term was used to refer to an 
investor who was unable to pay his debts and had to “waddle out of the alley like a lame duck.” 

While we may object to the imagery evoked by this nickname, regardless of what we call them, 
we have to be mindful that legislators not returning for Michigan’s 2021-22 legislative term will 
likely be less concerned about the will and the interests of voters in deciding how they will vote 
on various bills. They may also introduce controversial bills because they no longer have to worry 
about the consequences or their constituents’ response at the polls.

The lame duck period in 2016 saw our bill to regulate large-scale breeders “mashed up” with 
another bill and passed at the last minute after a compromise that was achieved, literally, at 
midnight on one of the last days of the year. In 2018’s lame duck window, SB 416, our bill to add a 
bond-or-forfeit provision to the animal fighting statute and allow for the adoption of fighting dogs 
if certain criteria are met, passed on December 20. The first effort to vote on it in the House a few 
days earlier was suspended mid-vote for reasons that were unclear. The Governor signed it into 
law on December 28.

We have no way of knowing what the end of the session will bring, but we will be fighting 
to advance our legislative priorities and push back against any damaging legislation that is 
introduced at the last minute.  We also understand that most animal welfare bills require 
reintroduction at least once before they pass, and we are already working on a strategy to 
reintroduce our legislative priorities next session, if necessary.  Please watch the Legislative 
Action Network emails for further updates as the end of the session plays out!
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Trivia: 
Q: How many cats and kittens were adopted 
during the Pop-Up Cat Adoption events?

Send your answers to the connection@michiganhumane.org, 
and the first person to guess correctly will receive a prize. 

Congratulations to last week’s trivia winner Mariann Gonczy . The answer 
to last week’s trivia question was Dug.

Sometimes you need reminders to keep you grounded. Saturday was 
just that for a lot of us at Michigan Humane. We had put in so many hours 
evaluating cats, sterilizing cats, reorganizing our lobby and creating a 
cleaning and adoption plan. We knew we needed to get cats adopted. We 
asked for help from different locations and volunteer help. The teams all 
stepped up and worked together to help us get ready for the day. Doug 
Plant, Deb Scola, Chelsea Orkis, Jennifer Rosen, Paula Durant and Dr. 
Meyers came in to help us get the animals cared for, so we could start 
working through adoptions by 10 am. None of us were quite sure how 
it would go, but we started the day with 72 cats available for adoption, 
and appointments were booking up quickly! We had adult cats, kittens, 
Siamese cats and kitten, kittens with floppy ears, long term medical cases 
and everything in between. There was something there for everyone. The 
teamwork that day embodied the One Team, One Goal that we have been 
working so hard to do. We created a flow through the adoption lobby to 
ensure that staff, volunteers, and adopters adhered to social distancing 
guidelines. At the end of the day, we adopted out 44 cats and 1 dog. This 
included two staff favorites P. Mushroom, who had a long-term medical 
condition and Jelly, who came in with a fractured jaw and needed his eye 
removed. By the end of the event, we all we exhausted, but ecstatic that 
the adopters, staff and volunteers had a great time! 

Remembering the Mission  | By Facility Director of Operations,  Katie Ouwerkerk 

Don’t forget, on Sunday, we will be hosting our first ever 
virtual Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch, presented by Strategic 

Staffing Solutions! You can donate now, take part in 
our auction or host your own brunch during our special 

Facebook Live from 11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. It's Easy to 
Participate! Learn more at michiganhumane.org/brunch 
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INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING CONTENT FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
OF THE CONNECTION? SEND YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO 

THECONNECTION@MICHIGANHUMANE.ORG

Click here to see Michigan Humane in the news this week. 
*Please  note  th is  l ink  is  not  v ie wable  on a  mobi le  de vice .

In the News | Michigan Humane

We are Honored to Have Worked with You  | By Clinic Medicine Assistant Manager, Clarice Hicks

Miriam is a social butterfly! She has been a valuable asset to this organization 
since 1/25/1994! She started out her career in the human medical field, working 
in the lab, running blood samples, urine samples, etc. Later, she transitioned her 
career to animal welfare and became a Licensed Veterinary Technician. While 
working at Michigan Humane, she helped many animals in need of her care. She 
is also a great help to our Spanish-speaking community because she is fluently 
bilingual! Miriam had developed a ton of great relationships with clients, pets 
and coworkers! Miriam is very professional and fun! She has passed down a lot of 
wisdom and great stories to everyone that had the opportunity to be graced by 
her presence. She is a “punny” person. For example, if you’re wearing the color 
orange, she’ll say, “Orange you in the right place!” If you invite Miriam to a party 
or play music around her, she’s a 70s Funk music enthusiast! One of her favorite 
songs is George Clinton’s - Atomic Dog and Get Down On It by Kool & the Gang! We 
will also miss the postcards she sends to the clinic while she’s on vacation! Now, 

she can “get down and boogie” on the road to an awesome retirement and continue to enjoy life with no time 
constraints! We love and will miss you, Miriam! You deserve it!

Futures for Frontliners | By VP, Organizational Development, Andrea Buchanan

Have you heard about the Futures for Frontliners program? It’s a state scholarship program for Michigan employees who 
worked in essential industries (you!) during the COVID-19 shutdown (April 1 – June 30). The program provides pathways 
to complete a high school diploma or equivalent, or pursue an associate degree or skills certificate through a local 
community college with free tuition. The eligibility requirements are as follows:

• Michigan resident
• Worked in an essential industry at least part-time for 11 of the 13 weeks between April 1 – June 30, 2020
• Required by the job to work outside the home at least some portion of this time period
• Not have previously earned an associate or bachelor’s degree
• Not be in default on a Federal student loan
• Complete an application for the program by 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2020

For additional information, and to take advantage of this opportunity, visit www.michigan.gov/frontliners

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#report/95128338-3eb8-4219-b670-392405d8f8fb

