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ADVOCACY UPDATE By Director of Advocacy, Ann Griffin

 As the Michigan legislature slowly returned to a new “normal” in May and June, there were many issues 
requiring their attention, including COVID-19, the budget, civil rights issues, and the upcoming election. 
Things have been moving slowly for bills not related to those issues, but we are still doing our best to fulfill our 
objectives for the current legislative session.  
 
As you may know, the Michigan legislature operates in two-year sessions, and the 2019-2020 session will end 
on December 31, 2020. Any bills that haven’t passed by that time will die and would have to be reintroduced in 
the 2021-2022 session.  Well in advance of a new legislative session, Michigan Humane begins setting legislative 
goals for that session by preparing a ranked list of issues that we believe require legislative action. We are always 
evaluating those priorities and are prepared to switch gears or change strategy to meet challenges as they 
arise. We are also very realistic  that it typically takes more than one session to move a bill from introduction to 
enactment. We have found it beneficial to keep our list of priorities short to focus our efforts and have the time 
to address other bills that may arise and, if necessary, engage in active opposition to bills that we think would be 
harmful to animal welfare. 
 
Here is a brief update as to where each of our 2019-2020 legislative priorities currently stands: 
 
Regulating rescues – Unlike animal control and animal protection shelters, pet shops, and large-scale breeders, 
there is no regulation or oversight of animal rescues in Michigan.  Organizations operating out of home-based 
foster homes instead of a brick-and-mortar shelter facility are not required to register with the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) and are not held to the same basic standards of 
care that apply to other organizations in the animal industry.  While most rescues are doing amazing work, this 
is an unacceptable gap in the law that has been exploited by organizations that, for whatever reason, are not 
serving animals’ best interests. Michigan Humane believes that there should be safeguards in place to regulate 
rescues so that those that are not well operated can be improved before they become involved in criminal abuse 
or neglect. To that end, we drafted a bill that has been introduced as Senate Bill 419.  As you can imagine, the 
bill attracted a lot of attention from stakeholders with various perspectives on the issue. Extensive discussions, 
redrafting, and the onset of COVID-19 delayed the bill’s first hearing in the Senate Agriculture Committee, which 
was finally held on June 25. The Committee voted 5-0 to send the bill to the entire Senate for a vote. If the bill 
passes the Senate, it will be sent to the House, which will begin its own process. 
 
Veterinarian mobility – As you know, Michigan Humane has invested significant time and resources in achieving 
an extraordinary level of expertise in responding to disasters involving animals and has deployed whenever 
called upon to help. For example, when responding to Hurricane Harvey in 2017, we sent a team of experts to 
assist through the Houston SPCA. As part of that team, Dr. Fisher was able to quickly obtain a license to practice 
veterinary medicine in Texas so that when he arrived at the shelter, he could immediately enter the operating 
room and start working to save animals. Michigan has no such emergency licensure provision for veterinarians, 
so Michigan Humane has been working with the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association on updating Michigan’s 
Veterinary Practice Act to, among other things, include an emergency licensure provision that would enable 
veterinary experts to quickly gain approval to assist with disaster relief, a large-scale cruelty case, or a significant 
animal disease outbreak. We are working with the MVMA and the bill sponsor on the draft. 

Bond-or-forfeit provision – You may recall that in the 2017-2018 session, Michigan Humane was successful in 
drafting and introducing a bill to amend Michigan’s animal fighting statute to include a new bond and forfeiture 
procedure, which protects owners’ due process rights but also places responsibility on owners to either forfeit 
the animals seized in connection with animal fighting or post a bond to pay for the costs of their care. By 
allowing timely humane disposition (adoption, transfer, or humane euthanasia) of animals whose owners do 
not post a cost-of-care bond, this provision spares the animals a prolonged shelter stay and recognizes their 
unique status as living evidence. If the owner posts a bond to retain ownership, the holding agency can draw 
on that bond to pay the reasonable costs of an animal’s care, removing what was a disincentive to investigating 
animal fighting cases. While Michigan’s cruelty and neglect statutes include a bond-or-forfeit provision, it is 
ineffective. Michigan Humane drafted amendments to the cruelty and neglect statutes to replicate the bond-or-
forfeit provision in the animal fighting statute, which is working well according to our CID team. The bills were 
introduced as House Bills 5808 and 5809 and are in the House Judiciary Committee awaiting a hearing.  
 
Typically, the House and Senate would operate at best on an abbreviated schedule for July and August, and if 
they do meet, it would be to address a high-priority matter like the budget. We expect that activity on our bills 
will resume when the legislature returns full-time after Labor Day. We will keep you posted via our Legislative 
Action Network emails, and if there is a time when a phone call or email to your elected officials would be 
helpful, we’ll let you know.
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Don’t forget to join the One Pride MHS team. Registration is free with code MHS25STAFF, and 
anyone who raises $250 now through July 8 will receive a pet feature in the MHS 365 Days of Pets 
desk calendar. For ideas on how to raise money, check out the Fundraising Toolkit. 

ONE PRIDE MICHIGAN HUMANE MUTT MARCH TEAM
By Director of Special Events, Becky Hanel

 

Has your pet taken over your camera roll during quarantine? Well, now is your 
chance to show off your photography skills while helping to change the lives 
of homeless animals by entering your favorite pet photo in the 2020 Michigan 
Humane Pet Photo Contest.

Now through July 26, you can visit michiganhumane.org/photocontest 
to enter the contest. Contest participants can email friends and family to 
support their campaign by voting with a donation; each dollar will represent 
one vote. When the contest ends, the top entries on the leaderboard – those 
with the most votes by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, July 26, 2020 – will win a spot in 
the MHS 2021 calendar!

2020 MICHIGAN HUMANE PET PHOTO CONTEST

 

Join Behavior Director, Katelin Thomas, to learn how to help your kitten be the best 
version of his/herself. 

Since cats have a relatively short socialization window or time where they are most open 
to new experiences, it is critical to socialize them to everything that we want them to love 
as adults from the moment they enter our lives. This helps to prevent common behavior 
issues such as fear of the vet, car or carrier, fear of new people or animals, and stress when 
entering new places or environments.

This webinar will help give you tools, ideas, and exercises that you can do with the kittens 
in your life to help prepare them for a successful, stress-free future.

To register for this webinar, visit michiganhumane.org/training. And don’t forget to share 
this event with your friends, family or anyone you know with a new kitten. 

KITTEN SOCIALIZATION: KEYS TO RAISING A WELL-ADJUSTED 

https://www.michiganhumane.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Mutt-March-Fundraising-Toolkit-v2.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=3259a061-6c00-4ca0-8d12-bb6f5893bfca
http://michiganhumane.org/training
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T R I V I A
Q. What is the name of the only large cat who cannot roar?
Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, and the first person to 
answer correctly will receive a prize!

Congrats to last week’s trivia winner, Erika Sikora-Harrington . The answer to last week’s trivia question was Orca.

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S U B M I T T I N G  C O N T E N T  F O R  T H E  N E X T  I S S U E  O F 
T H E  C O N N E C T I O N ?  S E N D  Y O U R  S U G G E S T I O N S  T O 

T H E C O N N E C T I O N @ M I C H I G A N H U M A N E . O R G

 MICHIGAN HUMANE IN THE NEWS
Cl ick  here  to  see  Michigan Hu man e in  th e  n e w s  th is  week . 
* P l e a s e  n o te  t h i s  l i n k  i s  n o t  v i ewa b l e  o n  a  m o b i l e  d ev i ce .

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#report/95128338-3eb8-4219-b670-392405d8f8fb



