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ADVOCATING DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC By Director of Advocacy, Ann M. Griffin

It is probably not possible to calculate all of the ways the world and the work we do have changed 
with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. This is an update from the Advocacy Department about one 
of the ways we are still  engaging in legislative advocacy during this crisis. 
 
 Most of the legislative advocacy work we do at Michigan Humane is focused on the state legislature, 
although we also work with local governments on codes and ordinances. As we all know, ordinary 
business at the state and local levels of government is suspended, and any work that is being done is 
focused on getting us all through this human health emergency. But that does not mean that we will 
not have the opportunity – or the obligation – to advocate for animal welfare during this time. 
 
 In Executive Order 2020-34, the governor ordered that “[b]eginning as soon as possible but no later 
than April 2, 2020 at 5:00 pm, and continuing while the declared emergency is in effect, all veterinary 
facilities must implement a plan to temporarily postpone all in-person non-essential veterinary 
services until the declared emergency has ended (‘plan’).”  Sterilization surgery that is not necessary 
to save an animal’s life or alleviate pain has been deemed non-essential.  
 
While the Executive Order provided a definition of “essential” by which we are bound, what could 
be considered “essential” can be defined in almost countless ways depending on a person’s point of 
view. If we could, animal welfare advocates would define sterilization as essential. Decades of work 
have gone into achieving acceptance of sterilization surgery as a mainstream veterinary service; that 
is, a standard part of animal care.  We know that the availability of sterilization has largely overcome 
what was, for a long time, rampant pet overpopulation in the U.S., and we do not want to lose any 
ground in that battle. We know that there are significant health and behavior benefits for sterilized 
animals; one benefit is that animals who stay in their homes are better companions to people. And 
we know that it is spring, a time when every unsterilized animal will be acting on their hormonal 
instincts, the fruits of which often end up in our care.  
 
At Michigan Humane, our latest advocacy efforts have focused on lobbying for a return to sterilization 
without restrictions. We are utilizing our lobbyists and our contacts within the governor’s office to 
make this case. We also spearheaded an effort to bring together a coalition of Michigan and national 
animal welfare organizations to co-sign a letter to the governor asking her to lift the restrictions on 
sterilization surgery. Dozens of organizations have added their signatures to the letter.  
 
On April 28, the governor’s office released a set of FAQs regarding animal-related issues. One of the 
questions pertains to whether sterilization surgery is allowed. The answer reads as follows: 
 
 [I  ASSUME THAT WHAT FOLLOWS IS A QUOTATION]”The routine spay and neuter of a person’s pet 
should be postponed as part of a veterinary facility’s plan and based on the determination of the 
licensed veterinarian(s) unless the procedure is deemed essential. The spay and neuter of shelter 
animals can occur prior to adoption in compliance with a required veterinary plan. These surgeries 
should be done in a way [I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A QUOTATION, BUT THE NEXT WORDS REALLY 
SHOULD BE “THAT MINIMIZES”]minimizing the use of personal protective equipment that could be 
used for the care of humans.”  
 
While this is an important positive step, there is still  advocacy to be done on this point. We will 
continue to work toward the availability of sterilization surgery without restrictions.
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Thank you to all who have shared your recognition stories! It’s been an inspiration to hear how 
we’re all supporting one another right now. Please keep the stories coming! As a reminder, if 
you have a colleague who has made your life easier during this time, through laughter, levity 
or a supportive presence, we want to hear about it! Please send an email to Andrea Buchanan 
at abuchanan@michiganhumane.org to let us know, so we can recognize them for their 
contributions. We’ll plan to highlight some of your stories in The Connection, and will have 
recognition awards for our top contributors. Please include in your email:

• The person’s name
• What would you like to recognize them for

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION

 MICHIGAN HUMANE IN THE NEWS
Click here to see how the Michigan Humane Society was in the news this week.
*Please note this l ink is not viewable on a mobile device.

 

We are committed to making Michigan Humane the best organization it can be — but we need 
your help!  
 
We’ve once again partnered with Culture Amp to run our annual engagement survey, which 
will launch on Tuesday, May 19th. We choose to partner with Culture Amp for many reasons, 
including the ability to keep your responses 100% confidential. We run this survey to collect 
feedback from employees, which will be gathered, aggregated, and finally, analyzed to find 
the most important drivers of engagement and share these results with everyone here at 
Michigan Humane. This is an opportunity to celebrate the things we’re doing well and develop 
plans for the areas we need to improve. Each team will then play a part in building plans for 
improvement.  
 
What happens next? You will receive an email containing a link to the survey from Culture Amp. 
When you receive this link, please take a few minutes (typically 10 – 20) to answer the questions 
thoughtfully and leave comments if you want to expand on an answer. We want to hear from 
you and are hoping to exceed last year’s 87% participation rate, so please take the time to 
respond! 
  
Is it really confidential? All participants in this survey will retain their anonymity while taking 
the survey and also in the process of analyzing and presenting the results. The survey is 
exclusively administered by Culture Amp on a secure external website and the survey data 
will not be stored on any local computer. Thank you again for playing a part in our efforts to 
continually improve the experience of working at Michigan Humane. If you have any questions, 
please email Andrea at abuchanan@michiganhumane.org 

C U LT U R A L  A M P  S U R V E Y By VP, Organizational Development, Andrea Buchanan

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#report/95128338-3eb8-4219-b670-392405d8f8fb
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The kittens are here! This year, MHS has put 
a twist on our Kitten Shower by going virtual 
on May 30 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
Kitten Shower is a way to educate the public 
about the importance of caring for neonatal 
kittens and to get more people excited about 
fostering. We will have fun activities, a live 
kitten cam sponsored by Purina and a virtual 
training session about our neonatal foster 
program presented by Dr. Funke. Once again, 
our kitten registry can be found on Amazon. 

All items on the registry play a vital role in helping our shelter staff take care of 
neonates during this spring season. Please inform your friends and family about the 
event, and let them know that they may RSVP to our Facebook event page.

K I T T E N  S H O W E R By Advancement Associate, Christine Donaldson

 

As we shared in The Connection a few weeks back, our Events, Development, and Marketing Teams 
came together to host an online auction: the Purrfect Pet Auction. Themed around celebrating pets, 
this event was fun for our supporters while also raising critical funds. In addition, the auction platform 
included a “paddle raise” (a “special ask” that is a tradition at the Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch) to 
capitalize on a $20,000 match Katie Abraham (Board Member) and her husband Erik generously made. 
In support of our life-saving mission, and what you do toward that mission every day, our generous 
supporters, including MHS staff and volunteers, raised an incredible $52,591 through this event.  
 
The 2020 Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch will now be held on Oct. 4, 2020, at the TCF Center (formerly 
Cobo Hall) in Downtown Detroit. We will update you in the upcoming months as we work through the 
logistics of the present environment. 
 
For any event-related questions, contact Director of Special Events Becky Hanel, Development 
Coordinator Silvia McFarland or Development Associate Lindsay Hadden. 

Check out the pictures below of pets whose parents participated in the Purrfect Pet Auction!

A  P U R R F E C T  P E T  A U C T I O N By Director of Special Events, Becky Hanel

Roosha Blue Kanefsky Pooh Miller Cupcake Arning Tiny Hadden



I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S U B M I T T I N G  C O N T E N T  F O R  T H E  N E X T  I S S U E  O F 
T H E  C O N N E C T I O N ?  S E N D  Y O U R  S U G G E S T I O N S  T O 

T H E C O N N E C T I O N @ M I C H I G A N H U M A N E . O R G

T R I V I A
Q. Name the three kittens in the Walt Disney film The Aristocats.
Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, and the first person to answer correctly 
will receive a prize!

C o n g r a t s  t o  l a s t  w e e k’s  Tr i v i a  w i n n e r  S t e v e  T h o m a s .  T h e  a n s w e r  t o  l a s t  w e e k’s 
t r i v i a  q u e s t i o n  w a s  C a i r n  Te r r i e r.

J A C K  T H E  C A T
Jack the Warehouse Cat has been busy being a 
model. Check back every week to see what mischief 
he has gotten into.

This week we present “Jack O’Lantern.”


