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A N  E SS E N T I A L  PA RT N E RS H I P  -  F R O N T L I N E  F U N D R A I S E RS  
By Chief  Phi lanthropy Off icer,  Jamie Westr ick

As we all navigate the impacts of COVID-19 on our lives including loved ones and work, one 
essential area of the organization you might not have seen in service of our mission is our 
philanthropy team. 

However, just as you’re working on the frontlines as a designated essential service to our 
community, know that your MHS philanthropy team too is working on the frontlines to raise the 
essential dollars needed during this crisis and beyond. 

Michigan Humane has been recognized as a leader in the animal welfare industry locally and 
nationally in navigating this crisis across all areas of the organization, including philanthropy. The 
Association for Fundraising Professionals (AFP) local Detroit chapter acknowledged MHS’s active 
communications with our community and fundraising actions as ‘best practices.’  

Over the past few weeks, we’ve been focused on the fundraising strategy now and through the end 
of the fiscal year, including: 

• Frequent and Evolving COVID Communication 
• Increased Stewardship of Supporters 
• Developing an Emergency Case for Support 
• Leveraging the CARES Act 
• Adjusting Event Plans 
• Activating COVID Annual Fund Messaging 
• Submitting COVID-Specific Grants
• Corporate, Foundation, Individual Proposals for Support

All of the above are informed by the incredible work you’re leading on the frontlines and that we’re 
able to share with our supporters, like: 

• The heroic placement of 400 animals into temporary foster care, following outreach to 
4,500 in our community — including 100 new foster families

• Our Judith Phillips Caplan Pet Pantry serving up 130,000 lbs. of pet food to families in need, 
up more than 50% from an average month! 

• “Door drops” of pet food and supplies, and outreach to 140 partner organizations to 
connect resources to those in need

• Lifesaving emergency veterinary care at our Vera & Joseph Dresner Foundation Animal 
Care Campus and Berman Center and the expedited launch of our new “Veterinary 
Telemedicine” 

• Ongoing community rescues and protection of animals by our Field Services team 

Though you don’t “see” us on the frontlines, know we’re working by your side to support you 
and our mission as frontline fundraisers. Thank you, for all of your hard work. Our donors are so 
appreciative knowing we’re continuing the compassionate care of animals, helping keep 
families together and supporting a safe and healthy community! 
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I’ve been working at MHS for over four years and have never adopted anything. I would wager not 
many people in animal welfare can say that! When the shelter found out that MHS was asking 

anyone who was able to foster to do so, I texted my roommate and told her I was going 
to find a batch of kittens and keep them in my room. When there were no kittens to 

be found, I moved on to puppies. While walking the floors, I noticed my favorite 
transport dog was still here. I couldn’t believe he still hadn’t been adopted! Eight 
months old, potty trained, knows sit and lay down, and is a total love bug. I told my 
roommate the change of plans, packed my foster supplies and headed home with 

an INCREDIBLY TEMPORARY foster dog…yeah, no. It took all of two minutes for us to 
realize Alfie wasn’t going anywhere. The resident cats Biggie and George plan to teach 

this whippersnapper the house rules, and he is so happy-go-lucky he doesn’t mind at all. 
I’ve waited long enough. Welcome home Alfred Winston Henry, or Alfie for short!

If you are currently fostering and plan on making your foster part of your family, and want to share your 
story, please email THECONNECTION@MICHIGANHUMANE.ORG.

WINNING OVER THE RESIDENT CATS

 

We created some fun things to do while working at Detroit the next few weeks. I made 
the banner, and Dr. Silveri and I hung it all up. Each team needs to come up with a 
team name and motto. 

In order to get some fun photos, we are having a photo contest. I am not 
sure what the prize will be or if anyone will participate. I am usually the 

one making them take photos and driving them crazy! They secretly 
love it.

The window that looks into our Parvo suite has two divisions creating 
three windows. Each team gets one of the windows, and they can 

decorate them how they want. We have construction paper and 
markers for them. Have you seen the Rainbows over Michigan group 

on FB? The intent behind that was to spread cheer. So, that was my 
inspiration. 

We also have a bingo game as well that they can play. 

It isn’t much, but when you can’t run to the store to grab anything, you have to make 
do with what you have.

FUN AT THE SHELTER - DETROIT

By Animal  Care  a nd  Enr ic hment  Ma na ger,  Katel y n  Ol s ze ws ki

By Detroit  Animal  Care Center  Director,  Katie  Ouwerkerk
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We all  know the importance of  managing the stress of  the animals in our care, 
and we’re acutely aware of  what happens with our dogs and cats (and our 

small  and furr y fr iends)  when their  stress levels  elevate.   Practicing self-
care techniques before you feel  anxious or  over whelmed is  a  great 

way to manage YOUR stress and keep your mind (and body) healthy.

Here at  the Berman Center for  Animal Care,  we are tr ying to 
incorporate self-care activit ies ever y day for  about 10 minutes. 
Staff  members from all  departments can opt-in to participate i f 
they wish,  or  take a break with their  own activity.  X’s  made with 

white tape were placed on the f loor of  the PEC six  feet  apart  to 
practice social  distancing at  al l  t imes.

Some self-care activit ies that we’ve done so far  are:
•  Dance Party in the PEC
• Northern Lights show on the projection screen courtesy of  YouTube
• Snack Attack in the break room
• Stretching to “Eye of  the Tiger ”
•  Pictionar y competit ion
•  Lunch Lady-Style Pizza Party
•  Guided breathing
•  Hula Hoop Party
•  Walking around the building in the sunshine

There are lots  of  ways to take a quick break in the middle of  your day!  For 
example,  stay CDC-compliant and have some fun by washing your paws while 
singing the chorus of  any of  these songs:

•  “Jolene” by Dolly  Parton
• “Shape of  My Heart” by The Backstreet Boys
•  “This  Land Is  Your Land” by Woody Guthrie
•  “Truth Hurts” by Lizzo
•  “Three Litt le  Bird”s by Bob Marley
•  The opening monologue from Law & Order :  SVU
• “Landslide” by Fleetwood Mac
•  “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” by Judy Garland
• “Lose Yourself ”  by Eminem
• “Livin’  on a Prayer ” by Bon Jovi
•  “No Scrubs” by TLC
• “Love Shack” by The B-52’s
•  “Thank You for  Being a Friend,” Golden Girls  theme song

A s we al l  work through this  new staff ing schedule and work from home, don’t 
forget to incorporate self-care into your day!

F U N  AT  T H E  S H E LT E R  -  W E S T L A N D
By Animal  Care Center  Manager Liv ingston,  Al ic ia  Bennett  and Animal  Care & Enrichment Manager,  Laura Golden 
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 MICHIGAN HUMANE IN THE NEWS
Click here to see how the Michigan Humane Society was in the news this week.
*Please note this l ink is not viewable on a mobile device.

A MESSAGE FROM HR
Blue Care Network (HMO) and Blue Cross Blue Shield (PPO) are waiving the cost 
(copays and deductibles) for telemedicine medical visits through at least April  30. 
Click here for more information.

J O B  B O A R D
Accounting Associate

Animal Care and Enrichment Tech
Animal Transport Coordinator

Call Center Representative

Clinic Veterinarian
Clinic Veterinary Tech

Customer Service Representative
Licensed Veterinary Tech

Shelter Licensed Veterinary Tech
Shelter Medicine Veterinarian

Shelter Veterinary Tech

Know someone who would be a great fit for the Michigan Humane team? Check 
out our job openings at michiganhumane.org/careers

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S U B M I T T I N G  C O N T E N T  F O R  T H E  N E X T  I S S U E  O F 
T H E  C O N N E C T I O N ?  S E N D  Y O U R  S U G G E S T I O N S  T O 

T H E C O N N E C T I O N @ M I C H I G A N H U M A N E . O R G

ATTENTION FOSTERS
Thank you to everyone who opened their homes and hearts to our animals. It’s a difficult time, but when we see you 
share photos and videos of your fosters, it helps brighten everyone’s day. We thought it would be fun to see who can 
capture their fosters’ best moments while in your home. To enter this competition, email your high-resolution photos 
and videos to THECONNECTION@MICHIGANHUMANE.ORG. The marketing team will vote on their favorite photo and 
video, and the winners will receive a prize. We look forward to seeing what moments you capture. 

T R I V I A
Q. What is the name of the rabbit and skunk in the Walt Disney classic “Bambi”?

Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, and the first person to answer correctly 
will receive a prize!

Congrats to Ansley Moffatt on winning the last trivia question. The answer to that trivia question was Beethoven.

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/report/95128338-3eb8-4219-b670-392405d8f8fb
https://www.mibluesperspectives.com/2020/03/17/blue-cross-to-cover-the-cost-of-telemedicine-during-covid-19-pandemic/
http://michiganhumane.org/careers

