
THECONNECTION

1

N o v e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 9  -  I s s u e  3 0

THECONNECTION
N o v e m b e r  2 7,  2 0 1 9  -  I s s u e  3 2

HAPPY THANKSGIVING By President and CEO, Matt Pepper

At the Michigan Humane Society, it sometimes feels like it might be easy to get lost 
in the scope and scale of our work. We stand as the most impactful animal welfare 
organization in Michigan and one of the most impactful in the country. 

Even with the overwhelming number of animals we save and 
families we help, we strive never to lose the individuality of 

each animal. Each story. Each life. To include the incredible 
compassion, hard work, tireless effort, tears, and love that go 
into each of these stories. 

It is the time of year when we think about such things. We 
think about those things that are most important to us. 

I’m truly thankful to be working in an industry that is so 
close to my heart. I am honored to be able to work for an 

organization like the Michigan Humane Society and in animal 
welfare in general. 

What truly inspires me is you. 

Every day we do amazing things. Miracles. Often, we do them whether they are 
noticed or not. 

There is a saying about character: it is “what you do when no one is looking.”

You are the heart and soul of this organization. You do great things. You inspire 
others. You do what you do for no other reason than it is the right thing to do. 

I recently attended a leadership forum with representatives from about 40 other 
organizations. The conversations revolved around where the industry is going, 
where industry best practice is leading the way, and who are the organizations to 
emulate. At each turn, eyes turned to me. More importantly, they turned to your 
work. 

Throughout the organization — finance, marketing, veterinarians, field services, 
animal care, customer service, call center, volunteers, leadership – all of you save 
lives. 

I am so grateful, at this time of year and throughout the year, to work alongside 
each and every one of you.

Thank you. Sincerely. Thank you for the work you do every day. 
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Black Friday. Doorbusters. Open Thanksgiving. Cyber Monday.

Giving Tuesday?

While nonprofit advocates are aware that the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving is considered the unofficial start of year-end charitable 
giving, most consumers are not. Just 37% of Americans know about 
Giving Tuesday, according to Classy’s “Why America Gives 2019” 
report. And while that represents a ten percent gain over 2018, it is still 
significantly lower than the 90% of Americans who are aware of Black 
Friday.

Started in 2012, Giving Tuesday is a global initiative encouraging people 
to do good (donating, volunteering, sharing, etc.) Total donations raised 
this Giving Tuesday are expected to surpass $500 million!

To break that down locally, MHS raised $50,675 on Giving Tuesday 2018, 
an increase of 120% from the previous year.

So what can you do? Below are a few things you can do to help make 
this year’s Giving Tuesday an even bigger success:

• Visit our activation space at Campus Martius in downtown Detroit. 
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m on Giving Tuesday, we will have adoptable 
dogs on site as we greet people and explain how to support MHS

• Create a Facebook fundraiser supporting MHS, and encourage your 
network to donate to your cause. Facebook will match all eligible 
Giving Tuesday donations made on its platform up to $7 million.

• Encourage people to text MHSGIVE to 74700 to donate to MHS.
• Forward any Giving Tuesday emails from MHS to spread awareness. 

Go to michiganhumane.org to subscribe to our email list if you’re 
not already a subscriber.

• For Instagram users, you can add a donation sticker to your Stories 
after selecting MHS, allowing your followers to donate via IG. 
Users can also donate to MHS by tapping the donate button on the 
organization’s Instagram profile.

We’re excited to announce that all Giving Tuesday donations will be 
matched up to $15,000 thanks to an anonymous donor!

Please reach out to the marketing team at social@michiganhumane.org. 

GIVING TUESDAY 2019 IS DECEMBER 3.  HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP
By Digital Marketing Manager, Dave Kim
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T R I V I A
Q. In 1927, the first giant balloon made its appearance in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. Which cartoon character was it?
Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, and the first person to 
answer correctly will receive a free Michigan Humane item!
Issue 31 Trivia Answer: the Emperor Penguin, 48 inches tall. Thank you to everyone who sent in their guesses!

J O B  B OA R D
Accounts Payable Associate

Animal Care and Enrichment Tech
Behavioral Health Services Director

Chief Philanthropy Officer

Clinic Receptionist

Clinic Veterinarian
Clinic Veterinary Tech

Custodian
Customer Service Representative

Licensed Veterinary Tech
Logistics & Events Assistant

Shelter Veterinary Tech

Know someone who would be a great fit for the Michigan Humane 
team? Check out our job openings at michiganhumane.org/careers

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S U B M I T T I N G  C O N T E N T  F O R  T H E  N E X T 
I S S U E  O F  T H E  C O N N E C T I O N ?  S E N D  YO U R  S U G G E S T I O N S 

T O  T H E C O N N E C T I O N @ M I C H I G A N H U M A N E .O R G

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Giving Tuesday
• When: Tuesday, December 3
• Where: Campus Martius Park - Detroit, MI

Holiday Show - Epiphany Glass
• When: Friday, December 6, 4 - 8 p.m.
              Saturday, December 7, 12 - 6 p.m.
              Sunday, December 8, 12 - 6 p.m.
• Where: Epiphany Glass - Pontiac, MI

S3 Turkey Trot
• When: Thursday, November 28
• Where: TCF Center - Detroit, MI

Sweetwaters Coffee and Tea
• When: Sunday, December 8
• Where: Milford on Main - Milford, MI
Oakland Mall Adoption Day
• When: Sunday, December 8
• Where: Oakland Mall - Troy, MI

 

In Development, we’re always looking for ways to engage with the wonderful people who support the 
work MHS. Recently, a crazy idea, on a shorter timeline than we usually strive for, turned into the first 
annual Calendar and Holiday Card Reveal Party. And it was a HUGE success.    

The donors whose pets appeared in the annual MHS Pet Calendar and holiday cards were 
all invited to join the party at the admin offices on November 18. Twenty guests joined 
us for the fun, and we saw some donors that we haven’t seen in a while. Two board 
members, Dan Minkus and Laura Marble, whose pets were in the calendar, joined us 
too.  

The event culminated in a toast by Danielle Blasko, VP of Development, who shared 
the incredible impact the calendar initiative has on the MHS mission, followed by the 
big reveal. (The calendar raised over $40,000!)  

Each guest left with a gift bag containing three calendars, a Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch 
impact report and the MHS Giving Guide.  

The amazing people you see in this photo made this wonderful event come to life!

Do you have ideas for unique ways to engage donors in our work? Please let me know at pdurant@
michiganhumane.org. I’d love to hear your ideas!

2020 MHS Calendars are available for purchase now at michiganhumane.org/shop.

CRAZY IDEA TURNS INTO AMAZING DONOR EVENT
By Gift Planning Officer, Paula Durant




