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This past Sunday, Michigan Humane worked closely with Humane Society of the United States, 
coordinating an emergency transport to assist in reducing the dog and cat population in three 
smaller shelters in the Jacksonville, Florida area. The flight landed at Willow Run airport with 50 
larger dogs and 21 cats who were up for adoption in Florida. Getting this many animals out of the 

shelter prior to the storm created space for displaced animals found wandering or lost 
after the storm hit. This is critically important so families can be reunited as soon as 

possible. Humane Society of the United States funded this entire operation including 
providing Michigan Humane and the four other partners in Michigan with some 
resources to defray the cost of care. Our partners included Friends for Animals of 
Metro Detroit, Michigan Animal Rescue League, Capital Area Humane Society and 
Harbor Humane.

So many Michigan Humane team members made this rescue operation a huge 
success. We had numerous staff and volunteers on the ground when the plane 

landed to quickly move the animals to the partners and to our Westland facility. 
The Westland shelter team again stepped up to receive and begin processing these 

animals. Our medical and animal care teams are now fully assessing each dog 
and cat to get them out to their new families as soon as possible. I can’t thank 

enough everyone who spent their holiday weekend making this happen and those 
who will be taking care of them up until they find homes. This organization 
continues to amaze me. Taking in these animals affects everyone, and I am 
overwhelmed with the amount of support everyone has shown during this time. 

Though we don’t know what future weather crises will occur, we are confident 
that we will be called again to step up to rescue animals in harm’s way. We are 
prepared to do so as hurricane season is upon us and our newly certified ASAR 
(water rescue) team in Field Services and Statewide Outreach is prepared for 
deployment when and where needed.

Second Annual Humane Society of the United States Animal Transport Summit 

I am very excited to share with you that on October 10, Michigan Humane will be hosting the Second 
Annual Humane Society of the United States Animal Transport Summit at our Mackey center. This 
day-long conference will include thought leaders from around the country who have some of the most 
impactful transport programs or are funders supporting them. This is a special invitation-only event, 
and we will be welcoming leadership from about 20 organizations from all over the U.S. The focus 
will be on sharing best practices from those who are providing either inter- or intra-state transport 
services. Since Michigan Humane  does both, yours truly will be co-presenting with Molly Tamulevich, 
Humane Society of the United States Michigan, on the Michigan Transport Collaborative (MTC). This 
is a partnership started about one year ago, convened by Michigan Humane and Humane Society of 
the United States, and brings together five of the larger shelter organizations in Michigan to work on 
efficiently sharing transport resources to move animals throughout the state. In fact, Michigan Humane 
reached out to the MTC in response to the recent Hurricane Dorian rescue flight out of Florida, 
resulting in more animals finding placement around Michigan. We’re honored to be hosting this event 
and welcoming so many of our colleagues from around the country to our incredible city.

HURRICANE DORIAN EFFORTS By Senior Vice President & Chief Mission Officer, Doug Plant
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In the upcoming weeks, Beth Chamberlin, Director of Behavior Programs, will be sharing 
helpful animal behavior tips that you can use in the shelter or at home or share with your 
friends. If you would like to learn more about how to appropriately deal with a specific animal 
behavior, please email The Connection at theconnection@michiganhumane.org, and we will 
work to provide more information about that behavior in an upcoming Connection issue.

Appropriate Games:

Fetch: Place your dog on a leash. Toss a toy or ball  and encourage him to get it .  Call 

the dog back to you and show a good deal of enthusiasm when he shows interest 

in the toy. Clap your hands or make kissy noises to encourage him to come to you. 

If  he won’t drop the ball ,  have another one in your hand. Make the ball  in your hand 

more interesting by paying attention to it .  As your dog drops the ball  in his mouth, 

say the word “drop” and immediately toss the one in your hand. Repeat this several 

t imes unti l  your dog is fetching and dropping. Then let the dog off leash (in a safe 

environment) and try throwing the ball  farther away. If  the dog refuses to come back 

or drop, simply turn around, fold your arms and act uninterested. If  the dog brings 

the toy to you, you are back in the game. Remember, you should always begin and 

end the game. It ’s a good idea to end the game before the dog grows tired of it .

Hide & Seek: While playing with a toy with your dog, move the toy behind your back 

and encourage him to “f ind the toy”. Help him out if  needed. When the dog finds it , 

make a big deal of it  and say the name of the toy. Repeat this unti l  your dog gets the 

idea. The next step is to hide the toy by a chair or table and say, “Find your (name of 

toy).” By teaching him the name of each toy, he’s learning to differentiate between 

toys. Once this is established, you can ask him to go find a specif ic toy to redirect 

him from doing something mischievous. As your dog progresses, you can eventually 

place him in another room and close the door while you hide the toy. Open the door, 

ask for a sit .  Once he sits,  say, “Find your fuzzy.” You can also hide and then cal l 

your dog to come and when he f inds you, cheer “What a smart dog!” The interaction 

with you is the reward. When you establish boundaries, your dog learns that he gets 

attention by playing by your rules.

Tug: Don’t play this game if you are having any issues with possessive aggression! 

Have one or two toys specif ical ly for tug (so your dog doesn’t think al l  objects are 

for tug). A rope toy and tug ring make great tug toys. Hold one toy in one hand and 

hold the other toy behind your back. Invite your dog to grab hold of the tug toy, do 

a few tugs, then bring the other toy around and entice him to play with it .  As the 

dog drops the f irst tug toy, say “Drop.” Once he engages with the new toy, pick up 

the f irst toy. Again, bring your hand around to show him the toy that was dropped 

and entice him to play. Repeat each step unti l  the dog gets the idea. Once he gets 

the game, hesitate longer before exchanging. As the dog progresses, vary whether 

or not you give him the other toy. If  he won’t drop the toy, as with the fetch game, 

turn away with the other toy in your hand and fold your arms. You are sending the 

message that if  the dog doesn’t play by your rules, the game ends. Guardians should 

always begin and end the game.

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR HELPFUL HINTS B y  D i r e c t o r  o f  B e h a v i o r  P r o g r a m s ,  B e t h  C h a m b e r l i n 
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Thank you to everyone who submitted photos for our Internal Photo Contest. There were so 
many great photos this month that it was difficult to choose. Below are three of the best photos 
that we received that show the connection our team has with the animals we work/live with 
every day. Please email Devan Bianco, dbianco@michiganhumane.org, which of the photos below 
you would like to see as the month of August cover photo for our internal photo calendar. And 
please continue to send in your photos. Even if your photo isn’t selected, you may still see it on 
future marketing collateral. We look forward to seeing what photos are submitted this month. 

INTERNAL PHOTO CONTEST

Photo provided by Cheryl Sacrates Photo provided by Megan Hart Photo provided by Becky Hanel

It is time to add to your MHS t-shirt collection! For a l imited time only, you 
can purchase “Stay Pawsitive Detroit” apparel from our friends at Good 

Ink. A portion of each sale will benefit the work we do. It ’s a win–win! 
You may purchase a variety of apparel including sweatshirts, t-shirts and 
baseball tees in a range of colors by visiting goodink.com/staypawsitive. 
We have posted the campaign to our Facebook page, and would love 
for you to share so all your friends and family can show their support! 

For any questions you may have, please contact Christine Donaldson at 
cdonaldson@michiganhumane.org.

STAY PAWSITIVE DETROIT GOOD INK CAMPAIGN B y  A d v a n c e  A s s o c i a t e ,  C h r i s t i n e  D o n a l d s o n

T R I V I A
Q. Name the first cartoon cat.

Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, and the first person 
to answer correctly will receive a free Michigan Humane t-shirt!

Issue 22 Trivia Answer: The Chow Chow. Congrats to last week’s winner, Deb Dubarns.
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J O B  B OA R D
Animal Transport Evaluator/Driver
Behavioral Health Services Director

Business Data Analyst
Clinic Veterinarian

Clinic Receptionist
Customer Service Representative

Licensed Veterinary Tech

Shelter Medicine Manager
Shelter Veterinary Tech

Volunteer Programs Coordinator

Know someone who would be a great fit for the Michigan Humane 
team? Check out our job openings at michiganhumane.org/careers

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S U B M I T T I N G  C O N T E N T  F O R  T H E  N E X T 
I S S U E  O F  T H E  C O N N E C T I O N ?  S E N D  YO U R  S U G G E S T I O N S 

T O  T H E C O N N E C T I O N @ M I C H I G A N H U M A N E .O R G

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
Giddy Up Pup
• When: Sunday, October 6
• Where: Eastern Market - Detroit, MI

Great Lakes Animal Welfare Conference
• When: Monday, October 21 &
Tuesday, October 22
• Where: Renaissance Center - Detroit, MI

Meet Your Best Friend at the Zoo
• When: Friday, September 13 & 
   Saturday, September 14
• Where: Detroit Zoo - Detroit, MI

Beers & Barks in the Park
• When: Tuesday, September 17
• Where: Atwater in the Park - Grosse Pointe Park, MI

DTE Corporate Adoption Event
• When: Wednesday, September 25
• Where: Beacon Park - Detroit, MI

Doggie Dash
• When: Saturday, October 5
• Where: Kensingston Metropark - Milford, MI

Thank you to those who submitted their story. If you haven’t submitted your answers 
there is stil l  time. This is the last week to share your responses for the questions below. 
Please think about the following questions and send your responses to The Connection at 
theconnection@michiganhumane.org.

1. How do you fulfi l l  the mission?
2. What advice would you give to a new employee?
3. What is the most inspiring thing you have seen a co-worker do?

LAST CHANCE FOR NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION HELP


