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The Wayne State University, College of Nursing-C2 Pipeline Program, serves at-risk 
high school students, introducing them to various STEM-related career fields. The 
students who are currently enrolled in this after-school program have expressed 

an interest in the career field of veterinary science. On June 27, Michigan 
Humane hosted 17 students and their two teachers to learn about 

various animal-related topics.  

Thanks to the collaboration of Claire Bair of the Volunteer 
Department, Mary Brinker from Shelter Medicine, Katie Ouwerkerk 
from the Veterinary Clinic and me, a four-hour program was 
created to engage and educate the group. Beginning with an 
overview of Michigan Humane and its history, the student group 
was divided into smaller groups to engage in activity stations. 

One such station included “Jerry,” our animal resuscitation model, 
to practice animal CPR. This hands-on activity allowed students 

to practice feeling for a “pulse” and learn proper chest compression 
technique. Another station focused on first aid knowledge where we 

discussed items to include in a home pet first aid kit, as well as examples of 
what medical situations would benefit from basic first aid prior to transport to a 
veterinarian. Based on recent Michigan Humane missions, we also included a station 
to educate students on pet evacuation. At this station, students learned about a basic 
“evacuation kit” and discussed the necessary items to include and the importance of 
keeping these supplies up to date. Upon completion of hands-on station activities, 
students were given tours of both the shelter and clinic areas.  

Following the tour, students broke for lunch before returning for a question-and-
answer session. The questions and the following discussion were based on veterinary 
medicine topics. This discussion reinforced the educational topics being covered 
in their program, topics such as breed recognition, behavior, surgery, husbandry, 
anatomy and physiology. Everyone was surprised and delighted at how much they 
learned, and more importantly, realized how much knowledge there is yet to gain. All 
students, upon completion, were given a Michigan Humane tote filled with educational 
and informational handouts from all the learning stations. We also included animal 
care information related to vaccines and heartworm disease.  

I feel this is a great story to share about orientation and the core values related 
to TEAM, EXCELLENCE and SERVICE! It was a great event thanks to the PASSION 
of everyone involved. I would also like to give thanks to Stephanie Miller for her 
contributions at the first aid station as well as our volunteer, Velaine Nagy, for her 
support at the evacuation station.  

SHARING OUR KNOWLEDGE By Operations Training and Development Director, Susan Holland
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Michigan Humane Society took one small step forward for cat, one giant pounce 
forward for catkind. On May 31, our Livingston location placed two feline 

leukemia+ cats up for adoption in one of our colony rooms. We were 
hopeful that we could find a special family that would adopt a cat 

with FeLV, but it is realistic that they may be up for adoption for a 
long time (the average length of stay is almost six months).

So, we are ecstatic to report that our first FeLV cat was adopted 
after only two weeks of being available in the colony room! Toko, 
the two-year-old tabby, packed her bags and is living a life of 
luxury in her forever home! She gets to be queen of the castle 

as the only pet in the home, and her new family was ready for the 
challenges — and the love — that would come with Toko’s adoption. 

We remain realistic that the length of stay for our other FeLV friends 
could be long, but happy to know that there are families in our community 

who are willing to adopt these hard-to-place felines and care for them for whatever 
time they may have left.

Since Toko was adopted, we’ve taken two more FeLV cats to be placed up for 
adoption. Tyene, Tito and Morty have adjusted very well to one another and are 
enjoying their time in the colony room; they love watching the birds, playing with 
each other and snoozing of course! These fuzzy friends don’t know they’re sick, and 
they can’t wait to go to a place they can call home.

FELINE LEUKEMIA ADOPTION: PART 2 By Animal Care Center Manager,  Al icia Bennett

To celebrate our staff and the connections they make with our furry friends, we will 
be holding an internal photo contest. We are always looking for those purrfect 
photos, like the one on the right taken by Stephanie Noble at Livingston, that 
show our staff members bonding with the animals that we work with every 
day. If you take a pawsome photo of a staff member with an animal, send 
it to Devan Bianco. At the beginning of each month, the marketing team 
will pick three of the best photos sent to us during the previous month. 
The top photos will be posted in the connection, and you will have the 
opportunity to vote for your favorite. The winner of each month will be 
featured as that month’s cover photo in our new internal calendar. If you 
are not picked, don’t be discouraged, your photo could be used for some 
of our marketing collateral!

For your photo to qualify it needs to be a high-resolution photo that 
clearly shows a human and animal’s connection. The photo must also be 
visually appealing. Be cautious about where you are taking the photo. Make 
sure that the background of the photo doesn’t have anything in it that would 
take away from the image; an example of this would be cleaning supplies clearly visible in the 
background. Remember you are capturing a moment between a human and animal. Make sure 
that moment is all anyone can see when looking at the photo. 

The internal photo contest is now live. If you have any memorable photos of a fellow staff 
member or yourself that you want to share, please send your photos to Devan Bianco at 
dbianco@michiganhumane.org. The first round of voting will take place in August. 

INTERNAL PHOTO CONTEST
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Thank you to everyone who helped at the Meet Your Best Friend at the Market 
adoption event. Because of everyone’s hard work, 32 of our furry friends were 

adopted. Check out some great moments from the event!

MEET YOUR BEST FRIEND AT THE MARKET

While our shelters are great places to visit with and adopt our animals, we are looking forward to getting our 
name out there a bit and encourage folks to attend the following off-site adoption events in the coming months:

Pups in the Plaza: courtesy of the Detroit Pistons – Friday, Aug. 9, 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
• Bring your family and the doggo down to the Chevy Plaza outside Little Caesars Arena for a FREE 

outdoor screening of Space Jams, tasty food and drinks, and to visit a few Michigan Humane adoptables. 
Festivities begin at 6 p.m. and the movie will start at 8 p.m. Did we mention that this is totally FREE!

8-1-1 Miss Dig Adoption event with DTE Energy – Sunday, Aug. 11, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
• Visit Beacon Park in downtown Detroit where Michigan Humane will host a small adoption event to 

support our great partner, DTE Energy, in raising awareness about checking for utilities before you dig that 
pool, or plant that tree.

Meet Your Best Friend at the DIA – Sunday, Aug. 25, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• Admire the art and adopt a best friend at the Detroit Institute of Art at this returning event. Situated on 

the front lawn of the DIA on the corner or Woodward and Kirby, Michigan Humane will welcome a few 
partner groups joining in the adoption fun. 

Meet Your Best Friend at the Detroit Zoo – Friday, Sept. 13, 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. & Saturday, Sept. 14, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• Michigan Humane will present one of the regions largest adoption events in partnership with the Detroit 

Zoo. Over 30 animal welfare groups bring around 250+ animals looking to find their forever home for two 
days of adoption madness!

DTE Corporate Adoption Event – Wednesday, Sept. 25, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• Open to the public, our good friends at DTE Energy set the new corporate adoption record at last 

year’s event with 45 animals adopted in 45 minutes! Can they beat the record this year? 

ADOPT THEM ALL! ADOPTION EVENT UPDATES
B y  D i r e c t o r  o f  B r a n d  A c t i v a t i o n  a n d  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s ,  G r e g  H a r r i s

Please be advised, the 7/21 Dearborn Heights Shot Clinic will be cancelled due to the heat advisory. We will 
be notifying the public of the cancellation through our social channels tomorrow and directing those who 
were planning to attend to contact our call center for more information. The call center will schedule an 
appointment for the low-cost services at one of our vet centers for a future date. We will provide talking 
points for call center prior to the notification.  

On 7/21, we will have staff/volunteers on hand to give out physical vouchers on site (Dearborn Heights City 
Hall) to all clients who did not hear of cancellation. Vouchers will allow clients to make an appointment to 
receive the low-cost services at a future date. If you have any questions please contact Andy Bissonette. 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS - PROTECT-A-PET VACCINATIONS CLINIC CANCELLED



I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S U B M I T T I N G  C O N T E N T  F O R  T H E  N E X T 
I S S U E  O F  T H E  C O N N E C T I O N ?  S E N D  YO U R  S U G G E S T I O N S 

T O  T H E C O N N E C T I O N @ M I C H I G A N H U M A N E .O R G

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
Mutt March
• When: Sunday, July 28 
• Where: Edsel & Eleanor Ford House -                
   Grosse Pointe Shores, MI

Canine to Five’s Drinking with Dogs
• When: Tuesday, July 30
• Where: Rosie O’Grady’s - Ferndale, MI

Pups in the Plaza
• When: Friday, August 9
• Where: Little Caesars Arena
Chevy Plaza - Detroit, MI

Meet Your Best Friend at the DIA
• When: Sunday, August 25
• Where: Detroit Institute of Arts - Detroit, MI

Meet Your Best Friend at the Zoo
• When: Friday, September 13 & 
   Saturday, September 14
• Where: Detroit Zoo - Detroit, MI

Giddy Up Pup
• When: Sunday, September 22
• Where: Eastern Market - Detroit, MI

J O B  B OA R D

Animal Transport Evaluator/Driver
Behavioral Health Services Director

Clinic Veterinarian

Clinic Veterinary Tech
Customer Service Representative

Licensed Veterinary Tech

Shelter Licensed Veterinary Tech
Shelter Veterinary Tech

Know someone who would be a great fit for the Michigan Humane 
team? Check out our job openings at michiganhumane.org/careers

T R I V I A
Q. In Disney’s 1994 classic “The Lion King,” what are the names of the three hyenas? 
Send your answers to theconnection@michiganhumane.org, and the first person 
to answer correctly gets a free Michigan Humane t-shirt!

Issue 15 Trivia Answer: Peregrine Falcon. Congrats to Rosemarie Kay, last weeks winner.
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EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT SURVEY ROADSHOW REMINDER

The 2019 MHS Employee Engagement Survey Roadshow rolls on! We have had some great conversations 
at Petco, Detroit, and Rochester Hills so far and we are looking to talking with the rest of Michigan Humane.  
If you haven’t already, make plans to attend one of the survey review sessions featuring Matt Pepper, Tom 
Varitek, and Andrea Buchanan.   If you have a planned vacation or are otherwise unable to make—we get it—
but please make every effort to be there if possible.  If you are off that day, we will pay for your time to be 
there for the presentation.  Here are those dates:

July 26 - Berman Center for Animal Care: 11:45 & 12:45 (you get lunch!) 
July 29 - Bingham Farms: 12:30 (you get lunch!)
Aug. 5 - Livingston: 9:00 (you get breakfast!)

Talk with you supervisor or manager or director or whoever schedules you, to make sure you can 
make one of these sessions.  Looking forward to seeing you soon!


