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Growth and change is constant. For the Michigan Humane Society, it is 
necessary. We are unquestionably doing more on behalf of our mission 
than we ever have. It is equally clear that there remains need.
You can look anywhere in this organization and see change and see 
growth. In our shelters where we are treating an unprecedented 
amount of medical and behavioral issues. In the field where our local 
cruelty investigations and rescue team has grown and expanded to 
supporting animals, families, and communities throughout the state. 
Our advocacy, where we continue to build our reputation as the 
primary voice for animals in policy and law. And in our administrative 
offices where we continue to find efficiencies and strategies to 
maximize our resources and our people. 
We are doing more than programmatically growing. We are physically 
growing. Michigan Humane has recently announced a merger with the 
Humane Society of Livingston County. Why is this important? Because 
it is an amplification of our mission. Because any animal in need is our 
responsibility. This is a unique opportunity to build upon the amazing 
things we are already doing. In short, this is a chance to save more lives 
and support more families. 
What an incredible time to be a part of Michigan Humane. With all this 
change and growth and enthusiasm you might think we are a different 
organization than we were just five or ten years ago. We are. On that 
note: keep an eye out later this year for some changes to our look and 
feel in order to best reflect this “new” Michigan Humane.

With many thanks,

OUR MISSION:
To improve and save lives through compassionate care, community 
engagement and advocacy for animals.
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Friends like you 
helped Bubba find  
the forever home  
he’s been waiting for.

walks through the neighborhood to meet all 
of our neighbors and their pups! He has done 
so well with this transition and we couldn’t be 
happier about it.”

MHS is grateful that our transfer network 
is working as a community to 
help solve the issue of animal 
homelessness. We are also grateful 
for you, our supporters, whose 
generosity helps provide the 
vehicles, staffing and supplies 
needed to move animals to the 
places that give them the best 

opportunities for second chances. None of it 
would be possible without friends like you!

Did you know that Michigan Humane partners 
with a number of animal shelters and transport 
collaboratives both in- and out-of-state? Each 
year these relationships result in the transport 
of thousands of animals into our care from 
overcrowded shelters. Many 
of these animals come from 
southern states. 

We also partner with smaller 
animal organizations in 
Michigan. To free up space in 
their facilities, we transport 
animals to fill available 
spaces in our larger shelters. Additionally, these 
organizations know they can reach out to us 
whenever they have space to help animals. These 
may be animals that are overwhelmed by the 
shelter environment or would benefit from 
being adopted out of a long-term foster home. 

Working Together for Bubba
Bubba, a shy, timid young terrier, was surrendered 
to a rural shelter in Alabama. The staff there 
knew immediately that Bubba would have a 
better chance at life by coming to MHS, so he was 
transferred to our Berman Center for Animal Care 
in Westland. Bubba spent time with our Behavior 
Health Services team, building his confidence 
until he was adopted by a new, loving family. Our 
staff was also able to provide his adopters with 
resources they needed to continue helping 
him adjust to his forever home.

According to new mom Kelly, 
Bubba — now known as 
Leo — “spends most of 
his time snuggling 
with us, watching 
squirrels out of 
the bay window 
or going for 

Bubba’s Big Move
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Rocky had a rough start in life. He was found as a 
stray with scars on his back-left leg and hair loss 
of unknown origin. Fortunately, Michigan Humane 
supporters helped Rocky get a new chance at a 
happy life.

While we have no way of knowing how he got  
his scars, our Shelter Medicine team quickly got  
to work investigating his thinning fur. They ran 
tests — all of which came up negative for parasites 
or fungal infections. 

It is possible that his condition may have been 
caused by an allergy or poor nutrition. Further 
examination also showed that the poor pup was 
suffering from infection in both ears.

Rocky spent time in an MHS foster home while he 
received treatment for his ailments. During this 
time, he captured the heart of a friend of his foster 
family! Once he was healthy enough for adoption, 
the friend wasted no time in welcoming Rocky into 
her life. Today, Rocky is healthy, happy and living 
well with his family.

He was found as a stray with 
scars on his back-left leg and 
hair loss of unknown origin. 
Today, Rocky is healthy, happy 
and living well with his family.

Rocky’s Rough Start
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Nymeria’s Story
Nymeria arrived at MHS after a terrible attack 
severely injured her left eye. Nymeria was rushed 
into surgery, but the damage was irreparable. 
However, our shelter veterinarian skillfully 
performed an enucleation, a surgical procedure 
to completely remove the cat’s eye.
Once out of surgery, Nymeria began recovering 
from her painful ordeal, but the stress had 
taken its toll and compromised her immune 
system. Because of this, she developed an upper 
respiratory infection during her recovery. She 
was placed on antibiotics until she was healthy 
and ready for adoption.
Because of your donations, Nymeria was able 
to receive lifesaving medical care when she 
desperately needed it and find her forever home 
after just two days on the adoption floor.

Last September, the Humane Society of Livingston 
County (HSLC) reached out to Michigan Humane 
for assistance. Since then, HSLC staff has been 
receiving support and training to implement 
MHS’ standard processes and procedures for both 
animal care and customer service. Together, our 
organizations have increased adoptions at HSLC by 
300%! 

Looking to the future, both organizations 
have reached an agreement to fully merge our 
organizations together for the good of the animals 
in our area. Once this merger is approved and 
finalized, our combined organizations will serve 
the community of Livingston County under the 
Michigan Humane name. It is because of you, our 
generous donors, that we are able to offer this 
crucial assistance to our neighbors and improve 
the lives of even more animals in need.

Continued 
Collaboration
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Elizabeth’s Journey to Healing
The black Lab had been a regular in her 
neighborhood for a while, hanging around  
East State Fair and Schoenherr long enough 
that her disappearance was noticed. When 
she showed up again about a month later with 
severe injuries, residents reached out to MHS.

When a Rescue Agent arrived on scene, the 
extremely thin dog attempted to walk towards 
him in “a handstand.” She had deep wounds on 
both of her back legs and was unable to bear 
weight on them, but she knew help when she 
saw it.

Once in our care this 
sweet girl was named 
Elizabeth. X-rays 
showed fractures in 
both legs. One cut 
went down to the bone. 
Despite the work of our 
skilled veterinarians, the 
infection in her wounds 
proved difficult to fight, 
and Elizabeth started losing 
even more weight. It seemed 
likely that one leg would have to 
be amputated once she was able to 
bear weight on the other. She was also 

very nervous, and her anxiety was negatively 
impacting her health. 

Elizabeth’s affectionate, snuggly personality won 
the heart of Eva, a shelter veterinary technician 
who decided to foster her. The change wasn’t 
immediate, but gradually her wounds began 
to heal and her fractures stabilized. She began 
gaining weight and regained use of both back 
legs. Three months after she first arrived at 
MHS, Elizabeth was finally ready to be adopted. 
Eva, who was so crucial to her recovery, was first 

in line. As she describes it, “from the day I 
brought her home she has been ever so 

gentle and respectful to our older dogs 
and cats, and has also become a true 

friend and playmate for our puppy.   
It was almost like she has been 

with us all along.”

Without your support, 
Elizabeth’s story would have 

ended very differently. But 
instead, today Elizabeth 

has a home and a family, 
and will never have to 

worry about life on 
the streets again.

She had deep wounds 
on both of her back  
legs and was unable  
to bear weight on them. 
Without your support, 
Elizabeth’s happy 
ending would not  
have been possible.
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Thomas A. Mackey Humane Hero Award
Madeleine Berman & Mandell Berman (posthumous)

Madeleine Berman served multiple terms on the MHS 
Board of Directors, but the couple’s commitment to 
animals went beyond that. Mr. and Mrs. Berman heavily 
contributed to the building of our Berman Center for 
Animal Care in Westland (named in their honor) and 
were influential in raising funds for our Detroit facility. 
Humane education and quality veterinary care for the 
people and animals of southeast Michigan were very 
important to the Bermans, and because of their support, 
those things will be available to our community for years 
to come.

Animal Advocacy Award
Bee Friedlander

As a founding member of Attorneys for Animals and 
the State Bar of Michigan’s Animal Law Section, Bee 
has spent decades ensuring that laws and public policy 
represent the passion that we all share for animals in 
our community. Bee is a leading advocate in the field 
of Animal Welfare, and through her work in Michigan 
and her connections around the world, she has had a 
tremendous impact on animals everywhere. 

Companion Champion Award
Dr. Robert Fisher

For more than 30 years, Dr. Fisher has exemplified the 
compassion that is crucial to MHS and our role in our 
community. Now serving as our Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Fisher has earned the respect of our staff, other 
veterinarians and the State of Michigan for his work as 
a veterinarian, surgeon, educator and animal advocate. 
His influence on the animals and people he has touched 
through his work is immeasurable and continues to 
grow each day.

HonoringHeroes

Madeleine & Mandell Berman

Bee Friedlander and Matt Pepper

Dr. Robert Fisher and Matt Pepper 

On April 29, more than 900 MHS friends  
and supporters gathered to celebrate the 
30th Annual Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch  
and honor those who have gone above  
and beyond for animals in our community.
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