
CJ Bentley
CJ Bentley is currently the Director of Behavior and Training at
the Atlanta Humane Society.  Prior to that, she spent nearly 20 
years with the Michigan Humane Society, the last 12 of which 
she functioned as their Sr. Director of Operations.  CJ is also 
an instructor for Oakland University’s (in Michigan) Animal 
Assisted Therapy certification program and is a guest speaker 
and published author on dog behavior and training.  She is a 
current member of APDT. 

Gilda Bonanno
Gilda Bonanno is a speaker, trainer, and coach who helps her
clients improve their presentation, communication, and 
leadership skills so they can be more successful. Since 2006,
she has worked with executives and employees on four 
continents, from Chicago to Shanghai and Rio to Rome. 
She is a certified Project Management Practitioner (PMP),
holds a master’s degree from Fordham University, and an
Advance Business Certificate in Management from the
UConn School of Business. 



Donna Casamento
Donna Casamento serves as Chief Program Officer for the
Michelson Found Animals Foundation, a nonprofit geared 
toward reducing euthanasia through sustainable business 
models. She is responsible for several programs including
the Adopt & Shop retail adoption centers, the Kitten Foster
Project, the Catty Wagon and the Found Animals Microchip
Registry. Donna has over 14 years’ experience in improving
outcomes for shelter pets. Her credits include creating and
implementing life-saving programs for companion pets,
shelter management, clinic management, increasing 
revenue through donor development, fundraising events, 
grants and in-shelter retail and successfully developing 
community partnerships between municipalities and local 
animal rescue organizations. Donna lives in Los Angeles 
with her pack of humans and rescue dogs and cats. 

Dr. Shirene Cece
Dr. Cece is MHS’ Senior Director of Shelter Medicine.  
She has been with MHS for more than 30 years, and she has 
worked closely with the MHS cruelty department and has 
been an expert witness in many cruelty and dog fighting 
cases.  She has lectured at The Ohio State University College 
of Veterinary Medicine and for local law enforcement and 
animal control. She has special training in euthanasia and 
veterinary forensic science.



Brian Chase
Brian Chase is General Counsel of The Michelson Found Animals
Foundation. Brian reviews and negotiates contracts for the
Foundation and evaluates potential legal risks the organization
may face. Prior to joining Found Animals Brian was Assistant
General Counsel for AIDS Healthcare Foundation, one of the
largest nonprofit providers of HIV/AIDS medical care to
underserved people around the world. In 2001, Brian was
the first attorney in the Dallas office of Lambda Legal Defense
and Education Fund, a national LGBT legal organization. 
While working with Lambda Brian was part of the appellate
team for Lawrence v. Texas at the United States Supreme 
Court. Brian attended law school at Tulane, and has an 
undergraduate degree in religion from Wake Forest.

Anna Chrisman
After graduating from Loyola University Chicago with a BA in
Communications, Anna returned home to Michigan to establish
a career, buy a house and adopt a dog. A fortuitous job posting
at the Michigan Humane Society appeared while perusing
adoptable dogs near her home. Anna joined MHS in the fall
of 2011 as an animal care technician and customer service
representative at the Detroit facility. Since then she has 
movedfrom the shelter to administration, now working as the
communications manager for the organization. Though a 
lifelong love of animals was never meant to be a career, her 
three adopted dogs and dozens of impactful animal stories 
have proven that animal welfare is where she is meant to be.



Rosemarie Crawford
Rosemarie Crawford is a licensed veterinary technician who has
worked in animal welfare for almost 20 years. She has experience
in public and private shelters and in veterinary practices. As a 
medical staff member in a high-volume, open-access shelter in 
Illinois, Rosemarie worked closely with the shelter veterinarian
to provide for the animals’ medical and surgical needs. 
She assisted in developing and implementing progressive, 
proactive protocols for the care and treatment of kittens in the 
shelter’s kitten nursery room as well as for those in foster care.
Additionally, Rosemarie served in two shelters as the foster 
coordinator and understands the challenges of creating, 
expanding and maintaining foster programs. In addition to
presenting training events with the National Kitten Coalition,
Rosemarie also works at a large, six-doctor veterinary practice
in northern VA.  In her spare time, she fosters neonatal, ill, 
injured or debilitated kittens for several local shelters and 
rescue groups.

Ann Griffin
Currently serving as MHS’ Director of Advocacy, Ann Griffin is
a licensed attorney with more than 16 years of experience in
legal education administration and teaching.  She is Chair of 
the State Bar of Michigan Animal Law Section.  From 2008-10, 
she managed a low-cost feline spay/neuter program for MHS.
In January 2015, she returned to MHS to serve as the Law
Enforcement Training program administrator and to focus 
on legislative advocacy.



Dr. Linda Harper
Dr. Harper is a lifelong animal lover and advocate and has been
a clinical psychologist in the Chicago area for over 30 years. 
As the founder of Blessed Bonds, a foster-based program that
keeps people and pets together, she understands the physical, 
mental, and emotional stress that comes with this heart-driven 
work.  Linda is a frequent speaker at animal welfare conferences
including the annual Best Friends National Conference. She gives
workshops locally and throughout the country. Linda facilitates 
the pet loss support group sponsored by the Chicago Veterinary
Medical Association. She is an author of four books, including The 
Power of Joy in Giving to Animals (with foreword and contributions
by Best Friends’ co-founder, Faith Maloney).

April Harris
April Harris is a Certified Animal Welfare Administrator and 
serves as director of animal welfare insights for Adopt-a-Pet.com, 
the nation’s largest nonprofit adoptable pet search engine. Her 
credits include implementing sustainable social enterprise models, 
developing at-risk animal population programs, and administering 
no-kill community partnerships. April has been in the animal 
welfare industry for more than 15 years and has worked for both 
local and national animal welfare organizations, including Maricopa 
County Animal Care & Control, Salt Lake County Animal Services, 
Best Friends Animal Society, and Found Animals Foundation. April 
lives in southern Utah and is the proud mother of five rescue dogs.  



David Haworth
David Haworth, DVM, PhD is the President of PetSmart Charities
in the US and Canada.  An independent non-profit, strategic
grant-making organization, PetSmart Charities seeks to end pet
homelessness by supporting partner organizations and programs
that help find loving homes for all pets and celebrate the bond
between people and pets.  PetSmart Charities also partners with
PetSmart, Inc. to provide adoption centers in almost all of the
over 1,600 PetSmart stores.  PetSmart Charities has helped 
more than 8 million pets find their forever homes, and in 2017 
provided more than $43 million in grants to organizations 
throughout the United States and Canada.  Dr. Haworth was 
formerly President & CEO at Morris Animal Foundation, the 
world's largest non-governmental funding agency for 
veterinary medical research.  He was also previously Director 
of Global Alliances within the Business Development group at 
Pfizer Animal Health (now Zoetis, Inc.), the largest producer of 
veterinary pharmaceuticals and vaccines in the world, and before 
that a Director in Pfizer Animal Health's Research & Development 
division, focusing on development and global registration of 
vaccines and pharmaceuticals for companion animals (dogs, 
cats and horses). Prior to joining Pfizer Animal Health, he was 
an associate veterinarian at a small animal and emergency clinic 
in Washington State. Dr. Haworth received his bachelor of science 
in biology from the College of William & Mary and his doctor of 
veterinary medicine and doctorate of philosophy from Colorado 
State University. He also completed a postdoctoral fellowship at 
Colorado State University's Animal Cancer Center.



Pamela Hill
Pamela Hill is cat behavior consultant with almost 20 years of 
experience working with cats and their caretakers. From a very
young age, Pam knew she would spend her career working with
animals, people or both. She began her career as an animal
keeper at the Endangered Wolf Center where she started
learning about animal enrichment and the challenge of keeping
animals healthy while in captivity. Soon afterwards, she put this
knowledge into practice at Purina Petcare company where she
spent 8 years leading all cat and dog reproduction and behavior
programs. This included designing and implementing feline
socialization, enrichment and behavior modification protocols
for thousands of cattery-housed cats as well as analyzing and
documenting oh so many hours of feline elimination behavior!
She then joined Purina's pet welfare team where she spent
another 7 years leading shelter marketing efforts and providing
cat behavior advisement to Purina's consumer communications 
and Tidy Cats Litter Brand teams. Now an independent consultant, 
Pam provides one-on-one counseling to many frustrated cat 
owners, serves as Chair of the Board to St Louis County Animal 
Care and Control and works with animal shelters around the
country, evaluating - and helping them improve - their cat 
behavior activities and outcomes.

Dr. Marie Hopfensperger
Dr. Hopfensperger (aka Dr. Hop) has a bachelors degree from the 
University of Michigan and graduated with honors from the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Michigan State University. Thus her house is 
truly divided in terms of college allegiance! Dr. Hop was a small 
animal general practice veterinarian in northern Michigan before 
returning to academia to pursue her passion for behavior. She 
completed a non-traditional residency, spending time at North 
Carolina State University and MSU. She has taught general and 
behavior medicine at MSU since 2013. Dr. Hop is one of two board 
certified veterinary behaviorists in Michigan. Her areas of interesest 
are behavioral medication, aggression, and feline inappropriate 
urination. Her household includes a human son, two cats, two dogs, 
two parakeets, and a rabbit, most of whom were adopted from area 
shelters.



Casey Kleekamp (Purina)
Casey Kleekamp is a Marketing Manager, Pet Welfare 
Strategy and Programs at Nestle Purina. She has been with 
Nestle Purina for six years, working in many different functions 
including Shopper Marketing, Portfolio Development and 
Category Leadership. In these roles she leveraged consumer 
insights and key partnerships to create engaging pet owner 
experiences. She is a passionate animal lover and long-time 
animal welfare advocate, both in her professional and personal 
life. She is a founding member of the Humane Society of 
Missouri’s Women’s Leadership Council and has served on 
the Steering Committee since 2013. She has also volunteered 
at several other animal welfare organizations in the St. Louis 
area over the past 18 years.  

Belinda Lewis
Belinda is recently retired after twenty-eight years as the Director
of Animal Care and Control in Fort Wayne, Indiana and thirty-three 
years in animal sheltering and field services. She currently serves 
as an instructor for Code 3 Associates, teaching for the NACA/ 
NACHO academies and occasionally responds for the Field 
Investigations and Response (FIR) team for the ASPCA.

Her training specialties focus on cruelty investigations, animal 
hoarding, and forensic photography. Belinda completed her 
undergraduate work at Northern Illinois University, her Master’s 
Degree at Indiana Wesleyan, is a graduate of the Fort Wayne 
Police Academy, and a Certified Animal Welfare Administrator 
(CAWA) through the Society of Animal Welfare Administrators 
(SAWA).   She served ten years part-time in various divisions of the
police department to enhance her own agencies relationships and
abilities. Belinda started working with animals in veterinary 
technical assistance then held the position of Executive Director 
of a non-profit humane society prior to moving to Fort Wayne.  
Her agency represented the best of field services, sheltering, 
coalition building, cruelty investigations, and community relations. 
Belinda has been a national advisor for both the Humane Society 
of the United States and the American Humane Association.  She is 
a frequent instructor at state and national conferences, provides 
training opportunities both domestically and internationally, and 
has completed multiple organizational program evaluations. She 
enjoys travel, hiking, and nature photography with her husband 
and their cattlepoo. 



Dr. Lori Penman
Dr. Lori Penman is a graduate of Michigan State University.
She worked in small animal practice for 6 ½ years, as a lab 
animal veterinarian in research and academia for 10 years, 
and has worked in veterinary industry for over 15 years.  She’s 
co-authoredpublished articles in surgical journals, and is a 
member of several professional organizations, including past 
chairman and current member of the Animal Welfare Committee. 
Dr. Penman is also the current President of the Michigan 
Veterinary Medical Association. 

Her position as Boehringer-Ingelheim’s Senior Field Veterinary 
Services Manager for the northern, eastern and southern areas 
of Michigan provides her the opportunity to focus on companion 
animal parasitology and vaccinology.  Additionally, she has 
professional interests in veterinary behavior medicine, and 
continues to work part-time as a small animal relief 
veterinarian and laboratory animal consultant. 

Genevieve Rogalla 
Genevieve Rogalla is the Corporate Development Officer at the 
Michigan Humane Society. Rogalla joined MHS in 2015 when she 
began her career on the events team. Her focus was primarily on 
the fundraising walks, where she gained experience working with 
individual donors and corporate sponsors. Through this experience, 
Rogalla found her passion to be the world of corporate giving and 
has since shifted her focus to corporate sponsorships and third 
party fundraising.

Rogalla holds a bachelor’s degree in English from Wayne State 
University. In her spare time, she takes advantage of the natural 
beauty Michigan has to offer by camping and stargazing. 
She resides in the metro Detroit area with her fiancé, John, 
and their two rescue dogs, Opie and Finn. 



Marnie Russ
Marnie developed and runs the Kitten College at the Animal Welfare 
League of Arlington in Arlington, VA.  The first kitten nursery of its 
kind, Arlington went from saving 92 kittens a year in 2016 to 365 
kittens in 2017 all while maintaining a 94% live release rate. 
The Nursery is on track to save 0ver 800 kittens in 2018.

Marnie has been fostering neonatal kittens for almost two decades, 
specializing in critical-care neonates and high-risk nursing/expectant 
queens. She is the Volunteer Neonatal Care Coordinator at Washington 
Humane Society (in Washington, DC), helping to advance the neonatal 
foster program and teaches monthly classes on neonatal care. 
Recent awards received by Marnie include Volunteer of the Year 
from the Animal Welfare League of Arlington, received in 2015, 
Volunteer of the Year from the Virginia Federation of Humane 
Societies in 2016.

Marnie is a seasoned animal advocate who has previously worked 
for the ASPCA traveling across the country working with shelters 
as well as state and local governments to advance animal-welfare 
policy.  She has also worked closely with the Humane Society of the 
United States and Fox Hollow Animal Project; one of the nation’s 
premiere Spay/Neuter programs.

Marnie is a recognized expert on caring for at-risk kittens. She is 
the Volunteer Neonatal Care �Coordinator at Washington Humane 
Society (in Washington, DC), helping to advance the neonatal foster 
program and teaches monthly classes on neonatal care; instructor 
for National Kitten Coalition workshops on neonatal kitten care, 
and Events and Social Media Consultant at Animal Welfare League 
of Arlington.  Her advice and expertise is sought from shelters and 
rescues across the country. 

Aside from her work in animal advocacy, Marnie is the President 
and CEO of Rocky Mountain Capitol Consulting.  She annually travels 
to third world countries assisting in international spay/neuter projects 
to help impact the lives of street animals in underserved areas.  

Marnie splits her time between Arlington, VA and Missoula, MT.



Dr. Jan Scarlett
Dr.  Scarlett is a Professor Emerita of Epidemiology, and former 
Director and founder of the Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program at 
Cornell University. In the mid 1990’s she became interested in the
health and welfare of homeless animals. With funding from the
National Council on Pet Population and Policy she helped design 
and conduct some of the first studies of factors leading to 
relinquishment of animals to shelters. She has worked on 
shelter-related projects including those involving infectious 
disease, effectiveness of spay/neuter programs, and the use 
of metrics to improve shelter animal welfare. After retirement, 
she continues her interest in the use of shelter metrics to improve 
animal welfare and is co-author of the recently published, Every 
Nose Counts, Using Metrics in Animal Shelters, A Maddie’s® Guide.

Katherine Shenar
Katherine McGowan Shenar currently serves as Chief of Staff at 
San Diego Humane Society. Prior to joining the nonprofit community, 
Katherine began her career working in the media and transitioned to 
an advertising agency before realizing her animal welfare calling.

Her advocacy work started more than 20 years ago when she led the 
public relations and marketing department for the Humane Society 
of Missouri. After seven years, she continued working in animal 
welfare as Executive Director for the Animal Protective association 
of Missouri, followed by three years as the Animal Welfare Issues 
Consultant for the Humane Society of The United States. She then 
spent nearly six years in North Carolina and served as President 
and CEO of Asheville Humane Society before accepting her role at 
San Diego Humane Society.

Katherine is a frequent speaker at national animal welfare conference
on the topics of business model expansion, marketing communications, 
leadership and culture, coalition building, fundraising, and nonprofit 
management. In addition to having several feature articles published in
Animal Sheltering magazine over the years, Katherine is the author of 
the book Coalition Building for Animal Care Organizations, a how-to 
guide for animal advocates to work collaboratively in communities. 

She ahs received numerous awards ranging from Public Relations 
Professional of the Year to having St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay proclaim 
“Katherine McGowan Day,” honoring her animal welfare advocacy work 
with the City of Saint Louis. Katherine holds a Masters of Arts in Media 
Communications and served as an adjunct professor for the School of 
Communications at Webster University. Katherine lives in San Diego 
with her husband, three dogs, two cats, and a continuing stream of 
foster kittens. 



Rebecca Stevens
Rebecca Stevens has spent the last 13 years working in the non-profit 
industry leading the Humane Society for Hamilton County, and 14 years 
working in the corporate sector prior to joining the shelter. Her 27-year 
career is comprised of demonstrated successes in the areas of Marketing,
Business Development, Strategic Planning, Fundraising, Public Relations,
Team Building & Management, and Branding through the art of story
telling and differentiation. 

Before joining the Humane Society for Hamilton County as Executive 
Director in May 2005, Stevens served as Director of Marketing and 
Inside Sales for Carmel-based eGIX Inc., a national telecommunications 
provider. Stevens was part of the five-member team who successfully 
launched Nextel Communications in the state of Indiana in 1997 serving 
as their Marketing, Public Relations and Inside Sales Manager. She then 
joined PacWest Racing Group, a CART Series Team, for their 2001 season 
serving as the Director of Marketing responsible for the team’s public 
relations, sponsorships and appearances for then drivers Dan Wheldon, 
Scott Dixon and Mauricio Gulgelmin.

Stevens holds her bachelor’s degree in marketing from Indiana 
State University, certificates in Planned Giving and Capital Campaign 
Management from the IU School of Philanthropy, and graduated 
valedictorian of Arlington High School in Indianapolis. Stevens was 
born and raised in Indianapolis and has lived in Fishers for 20 years. 

Tom Tholen
In the animal welfare world, Tom is perhaps best known as the former 
President and Co-owner of Callahan Creek, the agency of record for Hill’s 
Pet Nutrition in the early days of their shelter program. Over the years, 
Tom has worked for advertising and marketing agencies as well as 
major corporations such as Hallmark, Sprint, and General Electric. 
As an advertising writer and professional, Tom has been awarded Clios, 
a pair of Gold Lions at the Cannes Film Festival, and was a runner-up 
at the 1998 Emmy Awards. A Colorado native, Tom received his BS in 
Journalism from the University of Colorado, and he lives with his family 
in the Kansas City area. 



Britney Wallesch
Britney Wallesch is the Founder and Executive Director of Black Dog 
Animal Rescue, a foster-based dog and cat rescue headquartered in 
Cheyenne, WY. Started ten years ago in her apartment, BDAR has 
grown to the largest companion pet rescue in the state of Wyoming.

Britney is a contributing author to the Humane Society of the United 
States’ Best Practices for Rescue Groups manual, an Executive 
member of the Society of Animal Welfare Administrators, and has 
been featured on the TedX stage with her talk “No-Kill – A phrase 
that inspired change, yet continues to divide,’ which can be found 
on YouTube. She has a B.S. in animal science and zoology from the 
University of Wyoming and a Masters of Nonprofit Management 
from Regis University. In 2017, Britney was recognized by the 
Wyoming Business Alliance as the Woman of Influence in the 
Non-profit Sector for the State of Wyoming. 

Britney shares her home with her husband Johnny and their 9 year 
old son, Cameron. Together they have four dogs and three cats 
(occupational hazard). Outside of work, Britney serves on the board 
of directors for the Wyoming Nonprofit Network and trains both 
herself and other athletes at a local CrossFit gym. 




